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TO ^ H E 

) RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE 

E A R L T E M P L E. 

• My Lord I 

^/ I "^ O dedicate a treatife on tacftics 
'^ J. to a bifhop, or a difcourfc oa 
, C^ religion to a general^ would be a 
X great impropriety ; but I can by no 
>^ means think it one^ to infcribe the 
^ Memoirs of Mr. Churchill to the 
jearl Temple. 

Indeed, my lord, I know not to 

whom I could, with greater pro- 

a 3 priety. 
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DEDICATION. 

priety, addrefs the following flieets, 
than to your lordfhip. Your lord- 
fhip, or I greatly miftake, had a 
great refpedt for Mr. Churchill; ad- 
mired his abilities, and loved his 
integrity. 

I fhall not pretend, in this Dedi- 
cation, to draw the charad:er of 
lord Temple, however prevalent 
the practice is with dedicators with 
refpedt to their patrons. I fhall not 
entreat lord Temple to patronife 
tny work : it muft patronife itfelf. 
If it be well written, it will be 
well received ; if a mere unfuccefs- 
ful ejfFort to draw a juft portrait of 
my friend, even my lord Templets 
patronage, great as it is, will be in- 
fufficient to icreen it from its de- 
ferved cenfure. 

Yet, 
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Yet, my lord, though I decline 
the arduous, pleafing work, of draw- 
ing your lordfhip's charafter ; give 
me leave to admire that unfhaken 
ipirit of independence, that glori- 
ous greatnefs of foul, which fliines 
through every aftion of your lord- 
(hip's life, adds a luftre to your 
high rank, and ennobles your vir- 
tues ! Not to mention one's fen- 
fibility of it, would be criminal ; 
not to own it, would be ingrati- 
tude. 

England owes much to your 
lordfhip. The caufe, the great 
and glorious caufe of liberty, has, 
in your lordfliip, found a pow- 
erful patron, and an able advo- 
cate. 

a 4 It 
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It is a fortunate circumftancc, 
when a ftatefn^an has a ftrength of 
genius, and a high reach of thought; 
but it is ftill more fo, when that 
reach of thought, and ftrength of 
genius, is accompanied with invin- 
cible integrity^ and a Temple's vir- 
tues. 

Patriotlim, like wit> is much 
talked of; claimed by many, pof- 
fefled by few. To form a patriot, 
great abilities alone will not fuc- 
ceed. There muft be alfo a true 
amor patric^ ; a generous difregard 
of private irttereft, if fet in compe- 
tition with the public good ; and d 
Temple's, and a Pitt's unconquer- 
ed freedom of foul, incorruptible 
probity of mind. 

Your 
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Yonr lordfhip's known zeal for 
the hofK>ur of religion maft not pa& 
unnoticed. The weakening of mo* 
ral obligations is of the utmoft dan* 
ger to a ftate. While religion 
maintains its influence^ the intorefts 
of fociety arc upheld : when that 
great cement of fociety is weak* 
ened, anarchy and confulion foon 
fucceed. 

A friend to religion is a friend to 
his country. It is a[fingular hap* 
pinefs that, in thefe degenerate 
days, when infidelity paffes for 
judgment, and obfcenity fcwr wit> 
genuine and true piety, the fair 
child of religion, points out a Tem* 
pic, as her advocate, and as her 
friend. 

As 
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As a lover of liberty, in the real 
fenfe of the word, your lordfhip 

ftands eminently diftinguiftied. 

The enormous faith of many made 
for one has been long and juftly ex- 
ploded; yet, notwithftanding the 
glaring abfurdity of fuch a foul-en- 
flaving tenet, fools and knaves have 
not been wanting, in thefc times, 
to preach up this dodlrine, and re- 
commend this abfurdity ; the great- 
eft affront fure that ever was offered 
to the common-fenfe of mankind ! 

A conftitutional defender of the 
laws has always appeared in the 
perfon of the earl Temple. The 
prerogatives of the fovereign, and 
the freedom of the fubjefts, are not 
fo incompatible as fome dreamers 
imagine. The greateft ftrength a 

prince 
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prince can poflefs, the moft homer 
felt bleffing he can poffibly know, 
is the love of his people. This 
dod:rine the earl Temple has ever 
been ready to inculcate ; has always 
been ftrenuous to defend. 

Of all the virtues that do honour 
to mankind, I know of none more 
amiable, or more beneficial, than 
a generous, difinterefted friendfliip, 
built on the firm bafis of honour 
and judgment. None but the good 
can poflefs this virtue. A titled 
wretch, or wealthy mifcreant, is a 
ftranger to thofe delicate fenfations 
that fpring from fo pure a fource. 
That my lord Temple may be 
pointed out as an eminent example 
^f generous and difinterefted friend- 

ihipi 
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{hip, every one knows, and every 
one confefles. 

Example is always more power- 
ful than precept. To look up, 
therefore, to my lord Temple, as 
a ftatefman, a patriot, and a friend, 
wiU have greater efFe<3: than the 
description of many ftatefmen, pa- 
triots, and friends, in the writings 
of the learned world. 

But whilft your lordfhip ftands fo 
eminently confpicuous for your abi- 
lities and integrity in public life, 
your Jttniable deportment in private 
life muft not be forgot. Eafy of 
accefs, your lordfliip is enabled to 
form a true eftimate of things. 
Chearful, free, and affable, your 

lordihip 
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lordfhip gives pleafurc wherever 
you come; and when you retire 
from focial converfe with your 
friends, they meet a lofs not eafily 
to be repaired but by your lordfhip. 

My lord! I addrefs not the ftatef^ 
man ; I addrefs not the nobleman ; 
I addrefs not the man of fortune^ 
I addrefs the man. 

If, as Mr. Pope fays, an honeft 
man is the nobleft work of the Al- 
mighty; your lordftiip has abun- 
dant reafon to blefs the Father of 
all good- gifts, for his enduing you 
with fuch amiable qualities, as ren- 
der you the delight of mankind, 
and an ornament to your country. 
Your gardens at Stow, and the 
fculptures of your temple, (hall 

perifli. 
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perifli, when your virtues ihall be 
read and admired by future ages, 
in the produ6tions of the hiftorian, 
or the efforts of the mufe. 

Yet, my lord, (I fpeak it with 
Englifh fincerity, and Englifli li- 
berty !) you are a man; and, as 
fuch, have faults ; but, I believe, 
it would puzzle the moft difcern- 
ing to point them oat. Indeed, it 
is no fmall proof of your lordfhip's 
wifdom, that, while every one ad- 
mires your virtues, you have fo ef- 
feftually concealed your- foibles, 
which, furely, as a man, you muft 
have, that we cannot fo much as 
guefs at them; for eagle-eyed fcan- 
dal itfelf has never thrown the leaft 
innuendo, or fmalleft infinuation, 
againft your charadler. 

For 
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For me, my lord, I am thrown 
at too great a diflaqce from your 
lordihlp, to pretend to draw your 
portrait with a mafterly hand. But, 
however deficient I may be in point 
of drapery, the refemblance is ftrik- 
ing; for I appeal to your lord- 
Chip's enemies, if enemies you have, 
whether I have drawn one feature 
.your lordfliip does not poffefs, or 
attributed one excellence your lord- 
fhip is not endued with ! 

My lord, I feek no applaufe, and 
claim no honour, from the follow- 
ing fheets. My intention has been, 
to give a faithful hiftory, as nearly 
as I could, of our late patriot bard: 
to refcue his charadter from the 
cenfures of the malevolent; and, 
ftill more cruel fate ! from the in- 

difcriminate 
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difcrimiiute and indifcrectapplaufes 
of his friends. 

That yoirr lordfliip may long re- 
main with us, as tiie firm frigid of 
liberty^ and yotir cxmntry ; aad, 
when calied from this terrei):rial 
wodd^ diat you may enjoy 2 cons- 
picuous place in the man£ons of 
eternal bli&» is the fincere wiih^ 
atid fervent prayer, of. 

My Lor d> 

Your Lordfliip- s lAoft obedient, 

and very humble fervant^ 

London, 

Jan. 10,1765, 

The Author. 
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MEMOIRS 

O F TH E 

LIFE 

OF THE LATE * 

Mr. Charles Churchill. 

CHAP. I. 

jf Sketch of Mr. Churchill's char aS$r. 

THOSE fons of genius and 
judgment who have made 
themfelves remarkable, by 
the exertion of their abilities, when 
departed from this fublunary world 
B feem 



y Google 



26 Life op Mr. 

feem to claim the remembrance of 
their furvivors as a debt; and gra- 
titude fuggefts to us, it would be 
inhuman, as well as impolitic, to 
confign their memories to oblivion, 
at the fame time that we commit 
their clay to the grave. 

Anecdote^ concerning the good 
. and great throw a light on maay 
paflages in their writings, which 
without them would be obfcure. 
Nay, we cannot tafte the works of 
a fine genius fo thoroughly, as when 
acquainted with his life's hiftory. 
If we are informed, of his family, 
his education, connexions, ^dcon- 
dud: in private life, we have a kind 
of comment on his writings by us, 
which elucidates his fcntiments, and 
explains ambiguities. 

On 
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Charles Churchill. 27 

On thefe accounts^ mankind pe- 
rufe with a peculiar pleafure, any 
little informations, concerning the 
lives and manners of thofe, who 
have foared above the common herd 
of mortals, by the difplay of any 
extraordinary acquifitions they have 
been poflefled of. 

While fome confider the cha- 
rafter of a philofopher or a bard, 
in fome meafure, approaching tq 
that of a demi-god ; others look on 
it in the moft contemptible light 
imaginable^ The former are chiefly 
compofed of low, illiterate people, 
or pretended fcholars; the latter, 
of fubftantial or ignorant tradef- 
men, whofe whole abilities confift 
in a plodding, dull, houfehold un- 
derftanding, capable of the com- 
B 2 mon 
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mon rules of arithmetic, and Cal- 
culated for the meridian of a gro- 
cer's, or an oilman's fhop* . 

To both thcfe miftakcn kind of 
beings, the following work will 
afford little entertainment. Mr^ 
ChurchilU in his private cotidu^, 
was not unlike any other gentle- 
man; and,, therefore^ thofe who 
expcGt naarvdlous adventures, and 
uncommon fcenes, to be here ne^ 
latedt or the dirty and piti&d trkics 
of a l^oor wit to gala a precarious 
livelihood, will be equally di£ip*- 
pointed^ 

Mr. Chuirchill was a man~a com- 
pounded being of fldh and fpirit — 
neither a deity, nor a devil ; as his 
friends and^es feem to infinuate. 

He 
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He had many virtues; and fome 
vices. Many excellent faculties^ 
and extraordinary accompliihrnents ; 
4ind fome defe<5ts. Some fingulari-* 
ties > but an amazing number of 
ivinning methods, the fair fruits, 
the pure offspring of a good heart, 
<if c(»iciliating the efleem of all his 
fiends and acquaintances. 

Diftrefs never fued to him in 
•vain. A philanthropy that knew 
no bounds, taught him to fympa- 
thize at others woes, and melt at 
others forrows. His purfe was ever 
open to the poor aind indigent ; his 
advice ever ready to the ignorant 
and dubious 

Pride and revenge were ftrangers 

to him. His good-fenfe prefervcd 

- JB 3 him 
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him from the firft; and a thorough 
convi&ion of the truth and excels 
lency .of the chriftian religion, and 
a fortitude of foul which no dangers 
could daunt, fecured him from the 
l^ft. 

If injured by an inveterate foe, 
his refentment was ever proporti- 
oned to the offence ; but if time, 
with ftealing pace, crept on, it 
crafed all repjembrance of it from 
his memory ; and the leaft concef-^ 
fion made by the offender, made 
Churchill his firm friends 

Brave and open-rheartcd, no ma-^ 
lice could ever lurk in his foul,— r 
Of exquifite fenfations, the fmall- 
eft injury was felt -, but felt, to be 
either pardoned, or defpifed i ex** 

cept 
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Charles Churchill* 31 

cept when prudential caution made 
it ncccflary to refent it : then due 
t:haftifcment was infliacd, and the 
offender himfelf forced^ on the re- 
turn of reafon, to own the juftice 
of the hand that finote him. 

A tiny widing,-~thc moft con- 
temptible of all contemptible wri- 
ters — the putter-together of dull 
effays for a dull news-paper — on 
his publication of his Rofciad^ 
thought proper to afperfe his cha- 
rafter, and depreciate his work.-- 
Churchill was fhewn the paper, and 
told the name of its author. ** You 
^^ ought to refent this unprovoked 
** attack, and this falfe piece of 
*^ criticifm," cries the friend.— 
'* Not at all/' anfwers the bard 5 
^^ that is the very reafon it is be- 
B 4 " neath 
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** ncath my notice : I look on this 
** 'wretch, as the generous horfc 
** furveys the yelping cur at his 
** heels, with cold difdain, and fi- 
** lent contempt.'* 

Another tiiiie, thofe veterans that . 
know an author by bu Jiile^ under- 
took to prove he was a fellow of no 
mark, or livelihood, as Shakefpear 
cxpreffes it, and that his works 
were unworthy the public notice. 
Churchill being (hewn the elabo- 
rate produdiioin of thefe direftors 
of the public taftc, and requefted 
Vb anfwer it, obferved, ** that if 
** flies bu2Z about one, it were ri- 
** diculous to regard them ; but if 
** they attempted to fting, it were 
^' fit they fhould be cruflicd." 

Superior 
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, Superior to corruption, repeated 
offers, that would have ftaggered 
the patriotifm, and fappcd the very 
foundations, of m-n-ft-r-*l inte- 
grity, were rcjefted with difdain. 
He fcorned to proftitute his pen 
. for a place or penjfion ; and had 
rather eat a beef-fteak, and drink 
a tankard of porter, with • an ho- 
neft artizan, than feaft on orto- 
lans, or vcnifon, and drink claret 
and burgundy, with an ignoble no- 
bleman. When his name was at 
the highcft, and he was dreffed like 
an ambaflador, he would fhake 
hands with, and affift, a friend in 
diftrefs with a thread -bare coat; 
anddefpife, from his very foul, the 
ftar and gartered villain flaunting in 
embroidery. 

\He 
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He was fo thoroughly attached 
to the intercft of Old-England, that 
he could not, without the utmoft 
indignation, fee her conftitution 
broke by rank empirics, her very . 
vitals decayed, and her whole frame 
brought to fuch a confumptive, hec- 
tic ftate, as threatened a fpecdy dif- 
folution. 

What could be done by a private 
man, to prevent fo calamitous, fo 
fatal a cataftrophe, was done by 
Kim. His pen was employed in 
the caufe of honour, in the caufe of 
freedom, in the caufe of Britain. 
His mufc, of true celeftial defcent, 
engaged in the generous caufe. She 
exhorted Britons to a<5t for the in- ^ 
tcreft of Britain ; to fpurn the venal 
fee; to difdain the galling chain, 

though 
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though cafed with gold; to deliver 
down the generous plan of power 
our anceftors had tranfmitted to us, 
at the expence of their blood and 
treafure, inviolate to pofterity ; and 
to take all conftitutional methods to 
prevent iniquitous, ruinous, and de- 
ftru&ive, Scottified meafures from 
taking place. 

For this he was blamed by the 
fool, and aiperfed by the knave; 
traduced by fycophants, and whif- 
pered againft by cowards : but, £> 
that his country could be in the leaft 
benefited by his patriotic endea- 
vours, he regarded his foes like fo 
many ferpents, who would hifs at 
the traveller, but fkulk away at the 
inftant he was preparing to chaftize 
them. 

His 
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His finccrity was ever confpicu- 
ous, unqueftioncd, and exemplary^ 
Averfe to flattery, he difdained re* 
ceiving it himfelf, or to beftow it 
on others. He juftly confidered, 
the ufe of fpeech is to deliver our 
fentiments; and he thought, th^ 
the. man who is mean enough to 
fpeak what he does not think, muft 
be both a coward and a flave. 

. In confequence of this opinion, 
he was as free, as cheerful, and as 
^afy, in the fociety of a lord as a 
tradefman ; and was equally com- 
municative of his fentiments to the 
learned, as to the illiterate. For, 
as he was wholly exempt from fclf- 
conceit, and abhorred adulation ; fo 
was he confcious of fpcaking the 
didtatcs of his heart; and juftly 

con- 
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conUdcred, that every individual 
that compoies a company, has aa 
undoubted right of delivering his 
fentiments freeiy to chat company : 
and,^ though he might fometimes 
be unfuccefsful in his endeavours to 
ini)xu£i:^ he was never fb in his at4> 
^empt to pleafe and entertain* 

A pitiful ambition of diiplaying 
iuperior knowledge in particular 
larts and fciences, that have been 
canvaflfed in company, is very com^ 
mon, and is very ridiculous. Thi^ 
iault Churchill was never guilty of |. 
and, tho' his erudition and know^ 
ledge were fuperior to moft peajde^s^ 
and might have juftified him in en* 
forcing his fentiments with a pro- 
per warmth, and to take up a 
longer time than perfons of inferior 

abilities 
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abilities could arrogate, he ever de* 
livered his opinion in a decent man- 
ner, and was as patient an auditor, 
as he was a fkilful orator. 

Chearfulnefs is one qf the moil 
amiable accomplifhments in a com- 
panion; and, if we may believe Mr. 
Addifon, one of the peculiar cha- 
rafteriftics of a good Chriftian. 
This accomplifhment, Churchill 
poffefled in a very eminent degree ; 
for, being of a brave and intrepid 
difpofition, an honefl man, and a 
good Chriftian, difappointments loft 
their force, and could not rob him 
of his wonted vigour and ferenity 
of mind. 

There is a wide difference be-t 
tvtreen intemperate mirth and a 

chearful 
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chcarful temper. The former our 
bard ever avoided ; the latter he al- 
ways poiTefled. A defpondency of 
mind feldom> indeed, attends a well- 
cultivated judgment and a noble 
j(bul; and, perhaps, noperfonwas 
ever more free from it than Mr. 
Churchill. 

He was alfo a firm friend, and 
never made any profeffions of 
efteem he did not really bear a pcr- 
fon. Far from confidering fuch 
profeffions as mere words of courfe, 
he religioufly obferved the promifes 
he made ; and punftually adhered 
to die friendfhips and connexions 
he formed with various perfons. 

But a perfed charader, as a great 
wit has obferved, is afaultlefsmon- 

fter. 
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ftcr, ^ creature of the brain onljr, 
Aat hcvcr exifted in human-nature. 
Churchill is an eminent proof of 
thejuftnefeof this obfervation. He 
had his faults 5 but they were fuch 
as were nearly allied to, and grew 
out of his excefs of virtues. As 
every virtue is nearly connciSed with 
fome vice, fo every vice borders on, 
and vs not far remote from, its op- 
pofite virtue. ChurchiU's excefs 
of gcncrofity, arid contempt of for- 
did lucre, led him to the oppolitc 
extreme, and bordered on extrava- 
gance. His regard fof his friends 
induced him to difregard the nar- 
row limits of regularity and tem- 
perance, to indulge too frequently 
in riot and keeping ill hours : and 
his violent and true love for his 
couotry, and hatred of villainy, 

how- 
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hptrever dignified or diftinguifhcd, 
hurried him to fome exceffes, and 
carried him to fomc lengths in his 
'jirritings, that are not, perhaps^ 
ftri<aiy juftifiablc by the laws of his 
country, or confiftcnt with the rules 
of decorum or good-breeding« 

To fum up his character, there* 
fore, concifely arid candidly, we 
deliver it as our opinion, that his 
virtues, compared with his faults, 
are as mountains compared with 
mole<^hills. As a man of genius and 
a poet, he ftands one of the firft in 
rank ; as a patriot, his integrity re- 
mains unimpeached ; as a valuable 
member of fociety, he is defervedly 
efteemedj and, as a firm friend, 
and a chearful companion, the tears 
that are fhed over his urn are ample 
C proofs- 
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proofs. Pofterity, therefore, fhall 
revere and embalm our poet's me- 
mory, when the malignant cenfures 
of envioua fnarlers, who now at- 
tempt to pluck the well-earned 
wreath of merit from his laurelled 
brows, and defame hi$ chara<fter 
with all the rage of petulant malice, 
ihall be forgotten; and when them- 
felves fhall he turned to clay, and 
no traces of their having exiftcd re- 
niain. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

Concife account of our defign in tbefol* 

lowing work Our hero's birtby 

education^ &c. and fome account 
of bis family — Remarkable injiance^ 
of bis courage and generofity in bis 
juvenile years — The portrait of an 
illiterate 9 infen/ible^ fcbool - mafler 
drawn — An inflance of beroifm 
and friendjhip between two quon^ 
damfoes^'-^A crueh unfeeling peda-- 
gogueju/lfy punijhed. 

AS it is our intention to keep 
as clofe as poffible to our 
fubjeft, we fliall avoid faying any 
thing of any per fon, that is not ma- 
terially intercfted in our hiftory: 
C 2 di- 
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digireffions being ufually very tedi- 
ous, and often trifling ; and anec- 
dotes of perfoDS we have nothing 
to do with, at once infignificant 
and improper ; tending only to 
fweH a wor'k, for the printer's and 
hocukfeUer's beja^fitj. and for the 
readex's ditowfinef^ and fatigue. 

Befides, .as we write the life hut 

€f one perfon, we have no right to 
give the hiftories of feveral ; or we 
folfil not properly our engagement 
in the title-page, and withall take 
an unwarrantable liberty, we appre- 
hend, we have no claim to. 



What, therefore, i^e reade 
%Q exped: in tli^s^ 
fT^ Lfe of^ 

mi an accc 






Charles €Ht;AG»iLL. 4!); 

4)ri, the writings he has publiflied : 
and it is not doubted, bat, if we 
perform this work properly, it will 
be thought we fhall have matter fuf- 
ficient for one volume, without 
interfperfing it with particulars of 
people, aaad remarks on books, fo* 
reign to our purpofe. 

Thus much by way of proemi- 
um*- 'n'oceed we now to our hi^ 



iries Churchill was bonr 
^' bey, in (he 
urchin, our 
•'es. His fa- 
i Mr. Charles 
iud ledurer of 
iminfter; a man 
d for the integrity 
df 
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of his heart, and the qualificatigm^ 
he was endued with. 

Mr. Churchill had but little for- 
tune of his own,, and but few ex- 
pectations from his relations; tho* 
defcended from an antient and ho- 
nourable family. 

. At the accuilomary , age, Mr. 
Charles Churchill, our poet, was 
fent to a reading- fchool, where he 
behaved in much the fame manner 
as other children of his years gene- 
rally do; difplaying no chara<fte- 
riftical marks of genius fuperior to^ 
his fellows, or acting different in 
any refpedt from them. 

At the age of fix, however, when 
fome little dawnings of reafon begin 

to 
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to appear, and the natural difpofi- 
tion .of a boy reveals itfelf, the . 
temper of young Churchill might 
be feen. It was. plainly apparent 
that his fenfibility was very quick ; 
his fortitude of mind very great ; 
his generofity confpicuous; and his 
candor quite amiable. 

A ftriking inftance of the truth 
of this aflertion I beg leave to relate, 
from the authority of his father; 
who, among other little anecdotes 
concerning his fon, told me the fol- 
lowing : ^ 

One of his fchool-fellows, an 
arch, unlucky boy, fomewhat older 
than our hero, in diverting himfelf 
with throwing of ftones, in con- 
jundtion with young Churchill, had 
C 4 * the 
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the Hiii^fortttnc to break a pane oB 
gldfe of a neighbour's window* 

Alarmed at the fattMng of thcJ 
gla&i and ftUl nK)re fo with the fear 
of punifhment, the young rogue fled: 
from the fcehe of action with dither 
precipitation liis h^ls^ co^ld fujr- 
nifh, and his companion followed 
bin** 

An eniquify was, however, foon 
made into the affair; and the of'^ 
fender threatened with /cvere chaii-' 
tifement unlefs he confeflcd the 
truth, Churchiirs companion ftiffly 
denied hifr being, the aggreflbr, and 
charged it on him. He was, ac- 
cordingly, called to an account; in^ 
formed, that his play-fellow had 
pofitively declared He had broken* 

the 
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the pane of gl^^ and required to 
make an ample confeffion. 

Our young hero was fo furprifcJ 
at his friend's bafenefs and fatlihoord^, 
Aat, inftead of vindicating his in- 
tuif^nc^r and recriminating on hi^ 
accoier, h^ fcurft into tears. The^ 
tcar^ were cdnftrucd by his firhool- 
maffer as a« fign of guilt, and he was^ 
fevercly whipped. After which; 
notice was fent to Mr. ChurchiH; 
who immediately paid f&r thedar-- 
mage fuftained by the breaking of 
the pane. 

This tt-anfaftion- haippened in the 
fl:hool-yOT"d, and our heroV compa- 
nion hugged himielf at the fuccef^ 
of his ingenuity, in efeaping the 
punifhment he feai3ed> and gloried 
in the betraying of his friend. 
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After the fchqol-hours were over/ 
as the childrea were returning 
to their relpedlive homes^ young 
Churchill, in a firm Voicc^ charged 
his companion with being a liar, to «^ 
aflert fo manifeft a falfity as to ac- 
cufe him of breaking the glafs ; and 
a coward, for not daring to brave 
the puniihment due ibr his crime ; 
and withall told him, that, fince 
he had aded fo unworthily, he 
would beat him, and never aflbci- 
ate with him afterwards. 

The other, confiding ia his fu- 
perior ftrength, being a fturdy boy, 
and at leaft a year older than our 
hero, difregarded his threats, and 
offered to fight him. The propo- 
fal Churchill accepted with joy, 
and they both ftripped. In three 

minutes. 
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minutes, our hero had entirely 
vanquifhed his antagonift, ^had 
made his noie bleed, given him 
two black eyes, and throwing him 
againft a flint-ftone, he was fb 
much ftunned. that he lay quite 
fenfelefs. 

Our hero having now taken ia- 
tisfaiftion fof the treachery fhewn 
him, his 'honour being iatisfied, 
clemency fucceeded. He raifed up 
his friend, who fopn coming e to 
himfelf, and declaring he would 
fight no more, Churchill told him, 
he now forgave him : ** But, not- 
" withftanding that," continued he, 
V I will never be intimate with fuch 
*' a falfe friend again, unlefs you 
" aik my pardon, and confefs the 
*/ truth, that you broke the win- 
". dow/' 
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The little feKow did both. Our 
herb was applaBded by every one 
for Bis courage and gencrofity ; hi^ 
friend receiving fo efFcftual a cheek 
for his perfidioufncfs in fucb early 
years, altered his Gondu(3: ; and 
Churchill and he were good friends 
ever after. 

Another tWM, fearing that his 
antagoTiift would receive punifli- 
mena: fbr fonae fauk he had comittit- 
ted, he advifed him ta h^ide the 
fchool^mafter'si birchen- rod^. He 
accordingly did fa: the rod was 
Hxiiled; aind, to cffQ& a diicovery 
of the offender, all the boys were 
examined 1 and all denied dieir 
knowing any thing of the matter* 
The fchool-mafter vowed, that they 
fliould all be whipped, one after 

another. 
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another, till the offender confefled 
bis guilt; and inftantly ordered, 
that our young hero's late antagonift 
(hould be the firft. Churchill, fee- 
ing him already horfed, and ready 
to receive the laflies, told the 
mafter, if he would not whip Billy 
N— , he would inform him which 
boy had hid the rod. The mailer 
proinifed he would not ; Billy was 
fet down; and, in a ftern voicc^p 
the mafter afked our hero, who the 
offender wasj and, at the fame 
time, threatened he would fe- 
verely chaftife him ; or, in his own 
words, whip him within an inch 
of his life* 

AH the boys now flood aghaft, 
and dreaded the menaced punifh- 
ment.' Even confcious innocence 

could 
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could not fecure them from fear ; 
and their little limbs feemed robbed 
of their wonted functions, and 
trembled ; while the pallid hue that 
overfpread their feveral faces, de- 
clared, that each was fearful left 
himfelf fhould be charged with the 
offence. 

Our hero only was unmoved. 
Surveying his mafter with an at- 
tentive, but refpedful look; " Sir,'* 
faid he, with a firm voice, ** I only 
" am guilty : I only deferve to fuf- 
" fer. — All my fchoolfellbws are 
" entirely innocent, and, therefore^ 
^' undefervingyourrefentment. On 
** me inflidt your fcourge : I deferve 
*^ it^ and am prepared to fuffer.^' 

- The 
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The unrelenting, the unfeeling 
brute, infenfible to the courage and 
candor of the youthful hero, or- 
dered him to be horfed, pulled 
^ down his breeches, and the uplifted 
rod threatened his poor pofteriors, 
when a voice cried out, ** Churchill 
"is not guilty, but I am !" 

This was frefli matter of lurprife 
to the aftoniflied pedagogue. He 
had no fort of conception that any 
boy fhould voluntarily offer to fuf- 
fer for his friend, and determined 
on whipping both, to difcover the 
real truth. 

' He now examined both the par- 

^ ties between whom this generous 

contef| fubfifted ; and neither could 

be induced, from the fear of any 

puniih* 
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puniihmentt to retra<ft from their 
r^foltttion of fufFering for each 
other. — -In (hort, the illiterate 
wcetch, unabk to feel the beauty 
ftDfl heroiim of their rcondud^ 
whipped both in ihe jfeveroft maa^ 
ner^ 

The confequence was, old Mr. 
QhurchiU. hearing of die affair, cx- 
aminc^d into ithe true ftate of it, and 
learnt the real truth. He admired 
his jfon for his good-nature in con-* 
cealing the fault of his friend, and 
ioT his intrepidijliy in bearing the 
puniihment due to him alonej and 

he efteemed young Billy N , 

his jfon's late antagonift, in perfift- 
ing to own that he only hid the rod.. 
A weok afier both of them were 

:taken 
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taken from that fchool, and fent to 
another^ where a more ikilful 
fchoolmafter, and worthier man 
prefidcd j and the example of the 
parents of thcfe young friends was 
followed by m*ny others foon after. 



*S^*- 



> 



\ ^ 
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CHAP. III. 

Our hero is taken from the readings 
fchooh andfent to that of Wefi^ 
minjler — Makes atfirjl but a very 
flowprogrefs — An anecdote greatly 
to bis honour 9 and declaratrve of 
bis di/pqfition^ and turn of mind-^ 
He alters bis conduB^ and applies 
U bis learning with the greateji 
qffiduity — Some remarks on the 
abjurdity generally praSiifed .by 
fcboolmajiers in their tuition of 
youtb^^'-Their excufe in their fa^ 
vour an/wered^^-Cburcbill and his 
father fet out for Oxford, that the 
former might be placed there^-^-'He 
is examined, and rejeSed-^'^TChey re^ 
turn to London. 

IT was not many years after this 
tranfidlion, that young Churchill 
was fcnt to Wcftminftcr fchool, to 
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be educated in the higher branches 
of learning. 

For the firft two or three years 
^- he continued here, he did not dif- 
play any extraordinary capacity, or 
fhew any marks of that genius he 
afterwards exhibited. Nay, he was 
not unfirequently incapable of mak- 
ing his exercife, and remanded back 
to render it more perfed:. 

His capacity, however, was infi- 

Nnitely fuperior to his afliduity. He 

was idle, fond of play, averfe to 

ftudy, and teftified the utmoft re- 

ludtance in conforming to the tram- 

.xnels of a fchool education. 

This evidently appears from his 

being able to go through all his ex- 

D 2 ercifcs 
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ercifes whenever he thought proper 
to apply to them with half the at- 
tention that the generality of boys 
do : and the following true anecdote , 
of him is a farther proof of the ^ 
truth of this aflertion. 

Having through idlenefs, or inat- 
tention> neglefted one day to make 
his exercife, his mafter thought 
proper to chaftife him very feverely^ 
and at the fame time reproached 
him for his ftupidity ; telling him 
he was the moft idle and ignorant <^ 
boy in the fchool ; that did he ftill 
perfift in his negledting to furnifh 
his mind with claffic learning, he 
would never be able to make a figure > 
in life, but be looked upon as a dull 
and illiterate blockhead : achara<9:er, 
he faid, the moft odious that could 

be 
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be imagined, and which would fub- 
]t& him to the contempt of the 
wife and learned, and render him 
fit company only for people like 
hknfalf. 

The rtmonftrance had its due 
effeft. Churchill ruminated in his 
•mind on what his mafter had faid, 
and he found he had fpoke the 
truth. He determined, therefore, 
he fhouid no longer have caufe to 
complain of him ; for he woiild be 
as afliduous and induftrious, as he 
had before been indolent and la^y. 

From this time his improvement 
in literature was rapid, was aftonifti- 
ing. He learnt with eafe what coft 
others the greateft. pains; and he 
apprehended^ as by intuition, the 
D 3 .true 
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true meaning of fomc paflages that 
occurred to him, which his com- 
panions had not the leaft idea of. 

Thus we fee that what the fear 
of ftripes could not eff^ft, the fear ^ 
of (hame foon produced ; and from 
henceforwards he brought his ex- 
erclfes finifhed in fuch a manner, 
that he received the public thanks 
of all his matters ; and was pointed 
out as an example that the other 
boys ought to copy. 

Thefe encomiums were not given / 
in vain. They filled our hero with 
the moft agreeable fenfations, and 
excited in him greater defires of 
approaching ftill nearer to perfec- ^ 
tion. 

Suffer 
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Suffer me here to make a remark : 
a remark growing out of, and con^ 
neded with my fubjed^ and as 
fuch^ not to be looked on as a di« 
greffion. 

Our hero's mailer afted ex- 
tremely judicious in his conduit. 
He well knew Churchill dreaded 
not chaftifement : he knew he 
dreaded fhame^ However, that his 
admonition might have greater ef- 
feft, it was preceded byfomeftripes; 
and then, in the prefence of all the 
fcholars, he pointed him out as the 
pioft indolent, ilupid boy in the 
whole fchool. 

It is not a little ftrange, that we 

fo feldom fee the condud: of this 

^ jnafter imitated. Our fchoolmafters, 

D 4 in 



gitized by Google 



64 . Life OF Mr. ^ 

in genera], confuh not the different 
difpofitions of different lads -, they 
confuk not the wide difference diere 
is> in point of geniu*, between onfe 
boy and another : they take the 
fame methods of inftrudtion with, 
titey teaxii the fame branches^^ of 
learning to^ all. 

Is not fuch axondud manifelWy 
wrong? is it not incongruous to 
eomilion reafon, 4sind if rtconcileable 
to the common nature of things f 
do people of any profefiions, men 
df any trades, aa: Co abftfrdiy^ in 
this refjwd, as fchoolmafteFs > who 
fhould, one would, imagine, be 
pofleffed of good-fenfe and difcern- 
metit,' fomewfaat fuperiof to the 
bulk of piankind ? 

Does 
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Does an. ignorant farmer ^£fc ib 
ignorantly as a learned fchool^ 
maiter i does he ibw his feeds on 
lands not fit for them i or» does he 
> not rather, confult the difference of 
foils, and fow his feeds on thofe 
lands that are moft pecUliirly 
adapted to each ? 

80 ought a fchdolmafter to do : 
the farmer's condud: ought he to 
copy. It is with the hnman mind 
as it is with land. Some minds re«- 
^ quire little cultivation to what others 
doi they fpontaneoufly bring forth 
much good fruit : while others pro- 
duce little but weeds and tares.—*- 
Yet are thefe laft to be negledted 
• becaufe they want inftru<aion moft? 
no ; they are rather to be mended 
by a different kind of manure than 

what 
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what the others require. With dif- 
ferent foils different methods arc 
taken to purge and cultivate them ; 
and fo muft it be with the human 
niind. ^ 

I know but of one reafon that 
can be affigned for the-abfurdity of 
our fchoolmafters I have above 
pointed out. Indeed, it is a for- 
cible one in their favour ; but it is 
no extenuation of the abfurdity of 
parent's condu6t.-r-The reafon I 
mean is, that fo poor a pittance is > 
given for the education of youth, 
that it lays the mafter under a ne- 
ceffity of taking more fcholars than 
he can poflibly inftrudi, to do all 
of themjuftice. However, though, ' 
to gain a comfortable fubfiftence, 
lie is obliged to have a multitude of 

pupils. 
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pupils, one quarter of whicH would 
take up his whole time to inftruiS: 
properly -, yet, did he but attend to 
the different capacities of his boys 
ever fo little, and had penetration 
and learning fufficient for the ar- 
duous profeffion he had affumed, 
he might difcern the various diipo- 
fitions and talents of various boys ; 
and did he difcharge properly the 
truft repofed in him, he would, in 
confequence of his obfervations, 
lay his opinion before the youths 
parents ; and ' if, after being in- 
formed of the turn knd bent of their 
fons genius, they (hould, never- 
thelefs, pcrfift in having them taught 
branches of literature their genius's 
were not turned for, and adapted to, 
thofe parents only would be in fault. 

Our 
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Our hero having conanued at 
fchool a fufficient number of year d, 
and being thoroughly converfant in 
fchdlaftic cducati<m ; his father re- 
folvcd on fending him to the uni- 
vcrfity of Oxford, where he him- 
felf had been educated, to finiih his 
iludies. 

Hiring a poft-chaifc, and his fon 
and hirafelf getting in it, they fet 
out for the univerfity, and arrived 
there in about nine hours. 

The literate or intelligent reader 
need not be told, that an examina- 
tion is always made of the pcrfon 
who offers himfelf to be admitted, 
,with refpcdt to his abilities in claf- 
fical learning. This examination 
our hero was now to go through ; 

and. 
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and, confcious of his own abilities, 
he dreaded it not. 

His father, indeed, had for fome 
time before, in order to render him 
ftill more affiduous at hi« excrcifes 
at Wcftminfter fchool, fought to. 
imprcfs an high idea of the great 
talents ncceflary for the ftudent to 
be poffefled of, to be admitted into 
the univerfity ; and of the profound 
erudition the examiner himielf was 
maft^r of; which, indeed, he faid, 
was fufficiently apparent from^ the 
difficult queftions he propofed to 
the examinant. 

When Churchill, after v»ft fblem- 
nity, and an awful preparation, de«« 
figned to intimidate him« and lower 
his ienfe of his own qualifications, 

was 
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was led up to the examiner, whofe 

folemn vifage, rendered important 

by a bulhy wig, befpoke credit from 

a fuperficial obfervcr for vaft wif- 

dom ; he began to think his father's < 

defcription of the examiner was a 

juft one; and prepared to anfwer 

the extremely difficult queftions he 

iinagined would be propofed to 

him. 

But inftead of thefe difficulties, 
how amajsed was he, qn the open-, 
ing of the examiner's mouth, to / 

find the charm dilTolved ! inftead 
of being required to anlwer quef-. 
tions of depth and folidity, he had 
none propofed to him, but what . 

were fo fuperficial, fo frivolous, 
jtnd trifling, that a boy of the third 

clafs^ 
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clafs^ might with cafe have folved 
them. 

, Our hero was fo aftonifhed and Co 
irritated, at their thus treating him 
like an ideot, as he imagined it, 
that he could not but refent it. 
He accordingly fatirifed the perfbn 
whofe office it was to exaniine him ; 
to queftion his abilities who was 
appointed to fathom his own ; and 
to afk fome queftions, which the 
examiner, whether from ignorance, 
or difdain, I know not, did not 
think proper to aniwer. 

The confequence was, that our 
hero was rejedled ; and, probably, 
this circumftance might have given 
occaiion to the frequent invedtives 

we 
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we find in his works againft that 
moft refpeftable univerfity. 

Upon his returning from Oxford, 
he again applied to his ftudies at 
Weftminftcr-fchool, and made fuch 
a prbgrcfs as was really furprifing j 
which afforded great iktis&^ion to 
his father, and his friends. 



\^ 
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CHAP. IV. 

^e^bk ytmng ISdj-^-'Hi pap ha 
mUnjjes h^ and niarms ktr* — His 
father j^eaks to bkk £bnc&nmg bis 
taking oH Jbm H» fasrii fimEtn»^-^ 
He is examined, md orAiined iy the 
^xf rf Londm'^^^Is p-omated t9 d 
cwraty ifi Nt3rlh^W(des^ ^ ahmft, 
tJ^ty pamds a year -^^ Mrs. OimrcBSf 
and if Jet aatjwTi esnd arrive at fbdt 
d^medpka ^ refidewU^ 

Wrt I ^fe o^ir hfero w« t!itfj 

^ZB Moft fehfibly affeAed a^ *« 

%litf df Rfife -^ — «w^**, iiid Jf* 

E longed 
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longed for an opportunity of de- 
claring his excefs of love. 

He was then but feventecn ; was 
robuft, comely, and well-propor- 
tioned : exercife had thrown crim- ^ 
fon on his cheeks, and given a vi-* 
gour to his limbs which efFeroinate. 
beaux and Haves of indolence are 
entire ftrangers to. While, falfly 
luxurious^ the delicate and the de- 
bauched were impairing their con- 
ftitutions,. and enervating their 
minds^ by diffipation and luxury, 
youngChurchillwas afliduoullyem- ^ 
ployed, during fchool-hours, to lay 
in a large ftock- of chffic lore ; and 
afterwards^ in cpgaging in manly, 
robuft exercifesr which, while they. ^ 
contributed to open his cheft, tQ 
brace his nerves, and enure him tq 

brave 
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brav6 the inclcnicndes'of the wea- 
ther, or change of feafons in this va-^ 
Tying, clime, not a little. affifted in 
fortifying his mind ; as it is well 
known, that, the ftronger and more 
robuil a body is, the more likely is 
it to lodge a brave and noble foul. 

Mifs ~--, the young lady 

bur hero had fet his afFedtions oh, 
was neither a complete beauty or a 
wit ji but fhe was endued with fome 
accomplifhments fuperior to both : 
^ accomfplifhments that rendei:ed her 
the envy of her own fex and the ad-^ 
miration of ours. 

She was judicious, difcteef, fin- 

ceire; ind affable ; ' poffefTcd of 

virtue without aufterity; gaiety, 

without levity; wit, without fll- 

E 2 nature; 
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notare y and {Hrudsnce^ wit&MBt 
cGDceit^ Her perfoMl ac€i>iii|>UdiK 
meitts were ilia fofficieiic to attfl»ar 
the attention of the vmA indifikir^ 
ent^ afid excite tiie wacmeft defire* 
in the colddk breaft; beirtg ttr^l^ 
ihaped> agreelMe, and di^i^ying a^ 
certain/? ne feats quoi in* her whole 
appeacaace^ tlibt invites^nore poiir- 
erfully tbadi haiiglilSf beaAty cOfiwi 
xbands^. 

^^ tl»» Ii(^ dur beto cdatriTtnl 
t^gjst hk&feif lottodiictdv and paid^. 
his a€klr60t9 to: kcr with aU tbr 
warmth that youthftd atdor cooidt 
inipire* 

The more he knew of the Isdjr* 
t)ie better he Ibt^ h«f. If, OH a 
flight ami tan0kmt view» he found 
: : , .. >. his 
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liis breaft was touched, a thorough 
ficquaiatance, and a more clofe ih*- 
timacy, tff&Btod his very foul; 
Reafon approved what paflion ad* 
mired. To fix one's efteem on a 
truly deferving objeft, is, at once^ 
i proof 9f a good head and a good 
heart. 

This proof our poet ga?re. He 
perfedly idolized his charmer, and 
«veiy opportunity he had of being 
with her alone, be fought to evince 
ilM greatnefs of his paflion, by 
pouring out the di6bites of his foul 
in the moil expreflive and undifTem*' 
Ukd tctmi love could fuggeft^*^ 

- The artl^fSf Sincere paffion our 

hero felt I the forcible, the winning 

eypreffioBS he ufed, in breathing 

E 3 out- 
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out the foft fentiments of his foul, 
foon excited a reciprocal love in his 
charmer.. She confefTed his merit, 
ihe faw his accomplifhmcnts, and 
flie gave him her heart. / 

Where a violent and a mutual 
flame wrarpis two bofoms, and the 
parties are both agreed, it is not 
}ong before fhe ^4 pf Hytaen is 
required to tie the connubial knot. 
So v^as it foon by ouj: hero and his 
charmer, and they were united ia 
thofe bands which nothing but ^ 
death or divorce could JoofCf 

They both now (hppght themr 
felves fupremely ha!ppy. PoflefTed 
pf each other, tl^ey iipagined thetai-' 
felves pofTefled of eyery thing that 
fould contribute to their felicity, 
Thejr 
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They' were truly happy, for they 
thought themfelves fo. 

In this comfortable ftate they con- 
tinued for two years; when our 
poet's father, who had ever bred 
him up with an eye to the facred 
function, examined him veryftriftly 
with refpedt to his inclinations; for 
he determined, if he found him in 
the leaft averfe to enter into the mi- 
niftryt that he would by no mean^ 
perfiiade him to do it ; it being, 
his opinion, extremely wrong to la| 
any force on the natural dilpofition 
of a perfon ^ or to endeavour, by. 
any authority, to prevail with him 
to labour in the vioeyard of the 
Lord, if his reafon and inclination 
did not of themfelves approve fuch 
» profeflion. 

E 4 Oa 
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On fbch examiQatien he foiind, 
to his great joj, his Con had no ibrt 
of objedlion to that courfe of life, 
Naw> though he ha4 »ot been edu<- 
catcd at 0:fford, or taken any d?- 
wee, yet, fo thoroughly Gonvince4 
was he ^ his ion's ahtHtie$| that 
he made no deubt of his getting him 
erdained, and ccMwincing the bifhop 
that the church would obtain m 
fmall acquifition by obtaining fuch 
a member, whofe abilities, at that 
time> began to blaze forth wit!) 
great luflre, and to promife to ihine^ 
in a few more years, with a radianGis 
that would aftonifh mankind. 

He was not deceived in his ex* 
pedations and hopes. The late 
worthy prelate, Dn Thomas Sher- 
lock, bifliop of London, examined 

' our 
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-6«ir liwo; and uM&ed nf> fmall 
furprke, that fe young a perfon, fof^ 
he was not above three and twenty, 
fliould be fo learned and intelligent. 
Not content with a fuperficial exa- 
mination, as is the cafe on fome 
occafions, the deepeft and moft ab-i 
ftrufe queftions were propofed to 
Churchill^ both by the bifhop him- 
felf and his chaplains ; to all which 
fuch pertinent and .foli4 anfweri 
were give,n, as p?rfe<Jtly aftopiflie^ 
the examiners, and mad? the goojl 
bifliQp,. who was accjyaint^i^ ^ith 
bur heroes having been ^:eje^ed at 
Oxford, exclaim, " Good Gob ! 
" what fort of an examiner muft 
♦* this gentleman have been beforCi 
^« when he was pronounced to bo 
^* deficient in fcholaftic educati- 
^'onr 

Being 
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Being ordained by the billiop, he> 
fought to gain fome preferment in 
the church; and refolved, that, 
fhould he be fo fortunate, he would 
difcharge the duties of his facrcd / 
funftion confcientioufly and pro- 
perly. 

It is well known, that, without 
intereft, had a man all the genius, 
and all the wifdom, and all the 
learning in the world, he would 
ftand but little chance of rifing in 
the church.-~But is this aftonifh- j 
ing ? No. It would be fo, indeed, 
were it otherwife. 

Did genius, wifdom, and learn-* 
ing, meet with that encouragement 
they merited, we fhould not fee 
pliant knaves and artful villains at 

the 
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the bead of affairs. We (hould not 
fee prefernjents and offices in the 
difpofal of worthlefs wretches, 
whofe fole niierit confifls in being 

allied to fomc wb e, having 

pimped for fome great v — 11 n, 

pr been ever . ready to proflitute 
their confciences, and Willing to 
be led as their drivers fliall think 
proper : nor (hould we fee real ge- 
nius, and found learning groaning 
beneath coijntlefs wrongs, and hold- 
jing the ftirrupsof thofe horfes which 
bafe-jbprri fcoundrels and flavifh fy* 
pophants beflride. . . 

The obfervation is not peculiarly 
adapted to the church; it holds 
good with the army, law, and flate. 
In each we fee men, that, were we 
fo afk for which of their good qua- 
lities 
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lities they were To nobly provided 
for; we might anfwer, wc could 
fiot tell: but, at beholding their 
Ji^ving thus afcended the fummit 
of Fortune's hill, we cannot help 
lifting as we do in viewing droll, 
uncouth figure^ in plece$ of amber^ 
ftnd wondering hpw the devil they 
camo there/ 

Intersil, in (hort, like fancy, is 
the queen of the world. She per- 
forms every thing ; ^nd fools and 
knaves, are generally her's and for- 
tune's favourites. 

If, however, thepoft of honour 
be ^ private ftatioo, ChurchilFs was 
a truly honourable one. With abi^ 
lities that would r^edt an honour 
DQ the country that gave him birth, 

with 
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Wi^ an ardeJit £eal i»r th^ ffbrlMMt 
and tefflpo^ welfare ef nfftHdUM^ 
aftfcr iiving for feme tiffin pf ivndy 
with bis Wife, at a littk bduie he 
N ^^ted ii Wdibtufibfter, he was ^/"^^ 

tiis genk^ lii$ kaflii% }»9 
fSettj^ had boert vMbk ever &mc hiB 
entering into holy-orders, and had 
procured him the friendfhip and 
eftwni «f fliaHjr judicious and piaus 
jMsdbin*? bu€ whether Atfywe^erioif 
^ til'ralllt ftifSckiit to i^e^ominend hrmf 

« a fivifig, whether they wantetf 
itlcKndlS&lH oi*^ which is more pto^ 
M)l*> Whethet they had poor f ek^ 
tions efio^h o£ their own to put 
in«o rich beneficefi^ I kftow hfot^ 
but certain it is, that our hero was^ 
}bk unprovided for, and his finances 

were 
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were riot in the moft profperbftsf^ 
fitttation^ till a certain clergyman, 
feeing his abilities and his necefSty, 

promoted him to a curacy in 

the north of Wales, that brought ^ 

him in the full fum of — twcnty- 
feven pounds a year; which is more 
than can be faid of a full half of 
the livings in that part of th^ 
world. 

It is no fmall proof of Mn 
Churchiirs good-fenfe, and good 
difpofition, that, rather than be « 

burthenfome to his friends, he ac-* 
cepted fuch a pitiful income, and 
conformed to his fituation with all 
the refolution of a philofopher, 
with all the refignation of a Chrif- ^ 

tian. 

In 
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In (hort, his wife and he, after 
taking leave of their father, mo- 
ther, brothers, and friends, fet-out 
for Wales ; and arrived at the place 
they were to refide at in good he4th 
andipirits. 



C H A P^ 



/ 
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C H A P. V. 

^. Chufxm is ripeHfd hj ali m 
fatifliionefs^ dndJhUowed as a vtty 

I fef^hr prtMcber ^^^ Cat^s rf tbt 
popularity of fome preaches f$ikH4 
out — — Obfervations on the nature 
oftbefubjeBs andjlyle necejfaryfor 
a country clergyman to treat on and 
make uje of — How our poet fpent 
bis time in Wales — He turns cyder^ 
man^-^^His commodities are univer^ 
fallyliked^ and his cyder^cellar is al^ 
ways fuU — Our poefs generofity 

* ^ leads bini into dijlrejfes — Hisjpeecb 

to bis wife on tbe occafion T^bey 

refolve on returning to London----^ 
Arrive tberey to tbe great joy of all 
tbeir friends. 

NO man ever difcliarged the 
duties of his ftation with 
greater chearfulncfs and affiduity 
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than Mr. Cfewchill did; no vmi^ 
was ever wore loved aod eft^emed 
by his parifliioners thap he V^ias. 
They confidered him in the moft 
jrefpedable light imaginable; paid 
due attcntirna to his precepts, and 
honoured him for his wojrth and 
(genius. 

He had not lived long in Wales 
^>efo£« he became a very popui^ 
preacher, and vsias followed tieeie 
as much as Romaine is here. 

A pr^eacbe^r's popula^ty gen^^lfy 
arif^ from three eaufes oaly . Eith^ 
from his inculcating fom^ ftrange 
,andf>aradftKical Qpinionsj from his 
worsting pn thie paffions of bis au^ 
ditorSj by a yehenient or perfiwfivc 
.firfttery; pr from bis delivering 
F wholfome 
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wholfome and found difcourfe^, 
written in a perfpicuous, eafy, ele- 
gant ftyle. 

Our poct*s popularity arofe from / 
the laft affigned caufe. His ferr*- 
mons were full of the fublimeft and 
moft important truths, conveyed in 
a plain but expreffive language ; 
which, though intelligible to the 
peafant, was not unworthy the at- 
:tention of a peer. 

By fublime and important truths, \ 
I mean not difquilitions on mere 
Ipeculative points, or pretended ex- 
planations of myfteries, but truths 
that come home to every one's . 
breaft, that influence the moral 
condudt of mankind ; and that, 
. therefore, are of the utmoft confe- 

quence 
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quence to every peffbn's peace of 
mind here, and to his eternal hap- 
pinefs hereafter. 

Such only were the fubjedls Mn 
Churchill expatiated on : fuch fub-* 
jedts only ought every country cler- 
gyman to treat on ; or it is impof- 
fible for him to difcharge the duties 
of his fundtioh properly, or edify 
his flock. 

. A didtion is flot lefs to be regard- 
ed than a fubjedt. If the plaineft 
theme be treated on in a majeftic, 
fwelling ftyle, replete with tropes, 
metaphors, and allegories, a con- 
gregation may go home juft as wife 
as they came. They may, indeed, 
ftare at the preacher, and cry him 
up for a profound fcholaj"; but their 
I** 2 admi- 
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admirafibn will be found to 'proceed 
from the fame caufe as that of Don 
Lewis's did, in the play of The 
Fop's Fortune ; who honoured his 
nephew Carlos for his high-found- 
ing Greek, though he did not un- 
dcrftand a fingle fyllable of it* 

Churchill differed fo widely from 
preachers of this- ftamp, that he 
fought to convince their rdafon, by 
appealing to their reafon only, in a 
plain, eafy, Addifonian ftyle, if I 
may fo exprefs myfclf. 

His good conduct, in this re- 
fpe<a, cannot be fufficiently com- 
mended. It is no uncommon thing 
for a perfon of low ideas, little 
learning, and lefs geriius, to write 
and talk in fuch a manner as is per- 

fedtl/ 
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fcdly adapted to the capacities of 
the vulgar. But for a great poet, 
whofe imagin?ition teems with lofty 
images, and fwelling figures, toac-- 
commodate himfelf to the concep- 
tions of the million, is at once fin-^ 
gular and amazing ! 

In confequence of our port's de- 
jaacaning himfelf fo prudently, he 
was univerfally efteemed ; and, tho* 
that part of Wales he lived in was 
noneof the moft agreeable, efpeci- 
ally in the winter feafon, when the 
raw bleak winds came whirling 
o*er the mountain tops, piercing 
the reddened cheek, yet he was 
content with his fituation, and em- 
ployed himfelf in going through 
the offices of. his funftion with 
pleafure; and, when leifure per- 
F 3 mitted^ 
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mitted, climbing the mountains in 
fcarch of game, hunting, courfing, 
fhooting, angling, or walking i 
taking a chearful glafs with his 
friends, or perufing thofe books his 
own library, or thofe of the jieigh- 
bouring gentry afforded* 

But, though he lived in a coun- 
try where there was plenty of pro-» 
vifions, which of courfe rendered 
them cheap; and though he re- 
ceived fometimes prcfents from his 
pariflbioners ; yet how can a njan 
maintain himfelf and wife on the 
poor pittance of twenty - ftvcn 
pounds a year, in the manner they 
had been ufed to live ? — It is im- 
poffible. Churchill found it foj 
and,' therefore, to enlarge his fcanty 
finances, after the money he had 

brought 
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brought with him from England 
was exhauftcd, he rcfolvcd to enter 
into a branch of trade, which, he 
hoped, would enable him to live in 
the fame manner he had hitherto 
done. 

The reader will not eafily conjec- 
ture what trade it was our poet 
pitched upon ; and he will not be 
a little furprifed when told it was 
that of a cyder-dealer. He had a 
large cellar belonging to his houfe, 
which he fitted up as genteelly as 
the place would admit of; laid in a 
^ood ftock of cyder; furniflied him- 
felf with mugs and glafles, pipes 
and tobacco; and hey! prefto! my 
lads, behold all at once the parfon 
and poet turned publican ! 

F 4 Indeed, 
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Iftd«Jg4 J'ea^^i*, be !K>t fur^rifed, 
fucli metamorphofe'd are not uncom- 
ifton in tV^alc«. P*ff6ns are there 
li<>rfe-jockeys, fhop-keepers,^ bak- 
A$, barbers, biitchers^^ alc-feAers, > 
and pig-dealers. 



' Yd* have read Jofeph Andrews, 
f frippdfe ; if you have ftot, I woulcf 
liot givt a farthing for yoti. Yoai 
may there be acqnainted with pax- 
fbn Trittliber, of pig-felling me- 
mory. I knew the mafi well. He 
^^as a rdtfftd, faf^ fhort, fquab fel^ 
Ibw, that ufidefftood the nature of 
d pig as wfell a$ any rhih in Wales. 
fie was educated at Jefus-College 
at Oicfbfd, erHefed Into holy Or- 
ders ihcfe, and fold pigs And preach- 
ed the Gbfpcl at Llanridwhyd^ in 
Wales, 

Our 



\ 
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Our poet being thus turned cy- 
der-merchant, btrfinefs flowed in a- 
pace. *^ Parfon J bring me a mug 
** of the right' fort," cries one. 
'' This is excellent fluff, i'faith," 
cries another. '' I pray you now, 

Mr. John Jones, I pefeech you, 
** and intrete you, now to tell me, 
" took you, if you do not think this 
^' cydef is better than Lewis Mor- 
** gan ap Thomas's ?*' afked ano- 
ther. In fhort, they all agreed the 
path's cyder was excellent ; and 
they fwofe. By Cot, there faz not 
foch another coot liquor in Wales^ 
Jook you I 

Chufdhill, in the mean time, 
pined in fecret, at being obliged to 
defcend fo low as to fell cyder. But 
what could he do ? His pride pre- 
vented 
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vented him from begging; and a 
generofity that knew no bounds 
opened his purfe-ftrings whenever 
diftrefs fued tohim. 

He had now more fupplicants 
than before, and his doors . were 
continually crowded with diftreflcd 
wretches, entreating a meal's fufte- 
nance to fatiatc their hunger, or a 
drop of cyder to allay their thirft. 

He was a man, though reibluto 
and bold as the moft bold ajid rcib- 
Iwte, yet caft in pity's fofteft mould. 
He has given his liquor and victuals 
to the hungry and thirfty, though 
he had none for a fecond meal for 
his own family; and the tear of 
forrow hath llarted from his eye at 
the afflidtion of thofe whoo^ his Ii» 
beral hand was unable to relieve. 
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His money, in the mean time, 
wafted away; his creditors grew 
clamorous ; and a goal, the cohti-r 
nual terror of indigent genius, 
threatened him> 

In this exigency he was forfaken 
by every thing but his refolutioii 
and prefence of mind. He con- 
fulted with his wife on the fteps 
proper for him to take to retrieve 
his affairs; and (he advifed an ap- ' 
plication to his creditors through 
the mediation of fome friend. He 
approved of her counfel ; put it in 
execution ; but had the mortifica^ 
tion to find they would come into 
no terms, but infifted on an imme- 
diate payment pf their fevcral de-? 
^ands. 



In 
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« In this dilemma he came to a 
Tcfolution of quitting the country 
and returning to London. ** Why 
f * {hould I," faid he to his wife one 
day, " by continuing here, brave 
** the horrors of a goal, and run the 
^* hazard of ftarving ? It is true, I 
f^ couid eafily fupport the utmoft 
^* misfortunes my ill fortune could 
^' inflid; on me ; but the thought 
** of what you muft feel, ^uite un- 
^*» mans nie, and melts me intoten- 

f* dernefs. However, my dear, 

** don't be afflidted ; it is a peculiar 
*^ mark of a great mind to tower 
** above adverfity. Diftrcfs, in- 
^* deed, of any kind, is the teft of 
*' fortitude, and the touch-ftbne of 
^^ wifdom. Throw off then that 
'* grief which now hangs on you, 
** and'let us prepare to return to our 
^ ♦' friends 
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'*' friends and acquaintance in Lon- 
** don, who will be extremely glad 
" to fee us, and where our fate may 
** have better things in ftbre for us 
** than we can reafonably expedt 
'' here/' 

Thefe and other expoftulations 
tended to dry her tears, and reftore 
her to her wonted ferenity of mind. 
They afterwards prepared to fettle 
their affairs with all the expedition 
confiftentwithperfonalfafety; and, 
having tranfafted vthem, Tet off for 
London; where they arrived, in 
feven days, to the great joy of all 
their friends. 



CHAP. 
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Our heros expectations of rifing in 
the church frujlratedj and the cauje 
thereof qffigned—Jiis father dies-- ^ 
Our hero fucceeds him, as curate 
and leSlurer of St. Johns — He is 
defervedly ejleemed by all his friends' 
and acquaintance — Affumes the of-- 
fee of uper to Mrs. Dennises 

boardingfchool A defeSi in the 

modern fyflem of education pointed 
out — Our hero frequents the play ^ 
houfest and refolves on writing his ^ 

Rofciad His wife and he have 

frequent difputesy andwijhfor afe^ 
paration—He publijhes his Rofciad. 

OUR poet was not a little de- ^ 
. lighted to revifit his native 
country, after fo long and tedious 

an 
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an abience, and to fee his relations 
and friends, efpecially his brother 
John, who is now an apothecary 
and druggift, in Church-ftfeet, 
Weftminfter, and for whom our 
poet had ever a warmer afFeftion 
than for any other of his bro- 
thers. 

It afforcjed no fmall joy to our 
hero's father and mother to fee fo 
cordial an ajfFe<9:ion fubfifting be- 
tween their fons ; and the old gen- 
tleman being extremely defirous of 
having Charles well fettled,, did his 
utmoft endeavours to procure him 
fome preferment in the church; 
but, for want of intcreft, was dif- 
appointed in his intention^ to his 
very great regret. 

Our 



d by Google 



104 Life or Mr, 

Our poet was moft feniibly mor*' 
tified to find he was fo neglefted- 
Independent of the reafon he had 
to exped fome good living from 
his acknowledged merit and abili- 
ties, he had a ftill ftronger expec- 
tation of it from the promif(^ he 
had received from fome pretended 
friends ; who had weight and in- 
fluence enough to have fervid him, 
had they been fo inclinable. 

The truth is, they found Mr. 
Churchill was poffeffed of abilities 
fuperior to moft ; that he w^s en- 
dued, in particular, with fuch a 
fatyrical vein, that they dreaded, 
fhould he be put into any good 1>e- 
nefice, he would laih the indolence 
and ignorance of many of the fu- 
perior clergy, fo roughly, that they 

would 
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Would fo imart with the anguiih, 
fts to be incapaUe of retunong the . 
fevour* On this account, they dc-» 
tenrnned to keep him as low as 
poffiblei well knowing, that art 
irritated> independent wit is a moA 
dangerous enemy for the unworthy 
part of the clergy to cope with. 

Had merit and genius any claim 
to prefqrm^it, there is no doubt 
but oar bard had been exalted to 
the higheft. But fince there were 
fuch ungenerous methods taken to 
present his rifi^g in the churchy it 
is no wxsnder that his higheft pre** 
ferment was, his fucceeding his fa-* 
ther as lefturer and curate of St* 
Jean's, on this death of the latter, 
which happened but a ihort time 
after oui* poet's return frraa Wales* . 
G In 
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In this fituation he continued for 
fome time, doing his duty confci- 
entioufly and properly, and being 
regarded in the moft amiable light 
by all thofe that had the pleafure 
of his acquaintance. 

But even now his finances were 
but fcanty, and he had been accuf- 
tomed to live well. Rather than 
content himfelf with fubfifting oil 
his falary, which amounted to a 
bare hundred a year, and live aft 
inactive kind of life, he chofe to 
labour harder, and take more pains^ 
to enable himfelf to live more gen- 
teelly. 

The office he took on him was 
that of uflier to Mrs. Dennis's 
boarding-fchool,teaching theyoung 
rl ladies 



\ 
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hdies to write the Englifh tongue 
grammatically, correftly, and ele- 
gantly; a branch of learning 
which/ tho' generally negleded^ 
is of more importance than the 
World in general imagine ! 

Is it not ftrange, that fuch vaffc 
pains are taken to fafliibn the 
bodies of the youth of either fex, 
to teach them all kind of orna- 
mental accomplifhments, and yet 
negle(3: the cultivation of their 
minds, afld omit the ufeful qiialiM^ 
fications, as things of no moment ? . 

Very few young ladies, very few 
young gentlemen, are prevented 
from having .the utmoft pains taken 
with them, at great expeixce of 
time and mon^y, to learn them to; 
G 2 dance. 
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ckfict^ to Gxxg, to phy oa diiler^yt 
anftitimeats of muiic« and to im-^ 
<krftand French; all x>{ trfaich 
bramches of educaticm^ tlioogh 
confefledly of ufe, tfiey have no 
occafion to fiiew thccnielTes mif- 
Ireffes and mailers of, perhaps, ten 
iSimtsm^y^t; hat «d fpMk> rtkd, 
aitd write their native toftgue cfor^ 
red;ly and ^gati%^ which i^bey 
Inive occaffom «o ^ak% nfe of wcff 
day of their iiv^s, liitk paiii$ Mt 
«ikeii, little e::^peDM b^o\;9^, t£> 
mafce them pr^cknts k^ — This 
impi»ta^t> «ho' «eglid6l^ branch 
of education, to Mrs, Dennis's ho- 
noar be it ^okt% k tamgjit ^ her 
ibbool,, 

It is w> wot«kr tkait, in this ^fi^ 
to&ttoti in liic, '<Aik {»<»^ ga^ :g»Mr 

fatis- 
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&tUfa£Bon« Mafter as he was of 
an elegance of compoiitiony and 
l;horoughIy converfant in the diver«- 
fittes of Ayh, he faw in a moment^ 
when the various pieces the young 
ladies had written were fhewn to 
him^ their different excellencies^ 
and their different errors. He 
jppintcd out both to them, nntad^ 
them fenfible wherein confifled the 
beauty of the former; and taught 
them how to remedy the defe(3:& pf 
the latter. 

But a mind like our poef s was 
not to be bounded within the li- 
mits of a lefturefhip, or the pale 
cfafchooL The dull, tedious, in- 
fipid work, of continually repeat- 
ing over the lame form of word&> 
(though confefiedly the moft noble 
in the world, the moft |>erfcft ikt 
G 3 wit 
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wit or ingenuity of man can put 
together !) or to undergo the con- 
tinued drudgery of inftru(5ting 
youth, was not calculated for one 

« Whofe eye in a fine frenzy 

^* rolling, 
" Did roll from heaven to earth, 

** from earth to heaven ; 
*' And as imagination bodied forth 
*' The forni of things unknown^ ' 

^' his fkilful pen 
" Turn'd them to fhape, and gayc 

•' to airy nothing 
^' A local habitation and a. name/' 

Shakes* 

After being, therefore, at Mrs^ 
Dennis's about feventeen months^ 
he began to be tired, as well as 
afhamed of his fervile employr 
ment : and, to recreate h^s mind, 

affep 
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aftbf' being quite jaded with the 
fatigues of his uftierfhip, he- faun- 
tered away to the playhoufe, where 
he knew his dulnefs would be 
chafed away, ^nd his melancholy 
expelled. 

. So difcerning a perfon as our poet 
could not frequent the theatre long 
before he was thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the merits and defeats of the 
adtors. He thought, that a work, 
pointing them out, would be of 
public utility; as it would enter- 
tain the town, and induce the Ibns 
of the dramta, who live on the pub- 
lic favour, to ftrain every nerve, to 
exert all their abilities, to excel in 
&eir profeflion, and render tKem- 
felvc« ftill more worthy of the coun- 
G 4 tcnance 
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tcnance and cocouragcnjent of die 
public. 

This, work he determmed at- 
tempting. He had, indeed, hi-r* 
therto, written but few pieces ^ 
and thofe were chiefly fongs and epi- 
grams, whidft were never publiflacd, 
2^ only handed about among hi$ 
mo{t partkrular and intimate friends. 
However^ he doubted not, but he 
had abilities fqf&cient to do juftice 
to his fubje^ -, he having, in ontsr 
material refpeit, the advantage of 
moft of the writers ^hat had pre- 
ceded him I which was, no fort of 
connection, or intimacy, with any 
player whateyer j, fo that> being en-^ 
tirely uqbi^fled by perfonal friend-* 
ihip, or refentment, hi^ mu£b might 

cenfurg 
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cenlure . with candcMar, and praife 
without adulation. 

Our poet, however, could not 
enter upon this. work fo foon as 1m 
willingly would, on account of fome 
private diftrcffes he laboured under. 
His income ari/ing from his lefture- 
ihip and uiherfliip was but narrow^ 
and his fpirit was great. His living 
by faj" exceeded his revenues, which 
obliged him to cantra<St debts be 
was incapable of difcharging, and 
gave him no fmall uneafinefs, hia 
houfc being continually blocked up 
by his creditors and furrounded b^ 
bailiffs. 

But this was not all the vexation 
he laboured under. About this 
^mc; fome domeftic difputes, flill 

more 
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more afflidting, happened, Mrs. 
Churchill and he had frequent quar- 
rels ; and a reparation was talked of, 
and defired by both as advantageous 
to both. 

• It is by no means incumbent on 
me, as a biographer, or a man, to 
enter into circumftances of this na- 
ture, and relate the origin and pro- 
grefs of fuch an unhappy diflention. 
Private family affairs are unfit for 
the public eye. They are of too 
tender and too delicate a nature to 
be divulged. Suffice it, that our 
poet and his lady did not agree. 
To fay more, would be to. injure 
one of the parties at the expence of 
the other. 

His debts were, however, foon 
difcharged, or his creditors fatisfied. 
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by the benevolence of Mr. Lloyd ^ 
and our hero then determined, he 
woi;ild retard his work no longer, 
J>ut proceed on it inftantly. 

About the time of his forming 
jhis refolution, his late ingenious 
friend, » Mr. Robert Lloyd, the Ton 
of the before-mentioned gentleman, 
publilhed a poetical epiftle, called 
The AiStpr ; which was addreffed to 
Mr,. Bonnel Thornton, ajid was^, 
Jooked on .as a piece of infinite me-* 
rit,. and its author ranked among 
l^jLC -^moft .eminent, writers of thq 
.age. ... ,, , 

. " Fired, .by his friend's example, 
^inimated with a laudable emulation i 
pur poet fat down and cpmpofed his 
.Rofciad, A work which enters in* 
. to 
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fo a clofe and minute difcuflion of 
the various excellencies and faults of 
the fcveral aftors and aftreffes of 
both theatres ; afcribing due pralfes 
to thofe who were eminent in their 
diflferent walks (to ufe a theatrical 
iphrafe) and fatirifing thofe who^ 
buoyed up on the bladders of felf- 
conceit, imagined themfelves ^reat 
aftors ; when, to ufe a well-known^ 
though fomewhat coarfe fimile, they 
might be compared to pieces of 
horfe-dung, which fwiraming dowa 
i river with fbmc golden-pippins^ 
proudly cried out, ** Sec how wc 
** apples fwim !" 

' Having fini{hed his piece, he pub- 
Jifhed it, but without Yetting his 
name to it as' its author. The town 
were divided in their fentiments 

con- 
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ooftcefftimg its writer, but ailcrvried 
it vaft merit* Unwilliiig to a&r&s. 
fo much &me to one alone/ it was 
jQdid, it was the ofF-fprmg of a com-*-, 
bin^ticti of >mts« The authors of 
th^ CritkU Review, m particuiar>. 
pronounced^ point-bianic, it wss 
written by Lloyd, They val^sed 
them&lves^ they ^aid, on knowing 
any author by His ftyk j and, how-, 
ever the common herd of critics 
might be impofed on by a falfe 
judgment, they affirmed it was im- 
poffible to deceive them, the ikil- 
ful veterans of the age. Others de- 
clared, it was the joint-produdtion 
of Lloyd, Thornton, and Colman^ 
and the reafon they gave for their 
apinionwasibmewhat lingular; be- 
caufe, they faid, no one man was 
capable of producing fo finifhed a 
piece. 
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Thefc fagacious veteran critics^) 
and others, were, however, fhewn 
their error in judgment on the pub- 
lication of the fecond edition, which 
came out with the name of its au- 
thor. Our poet was now regarded 
as a firft-rate genius, his acquaint- • 
ance was cultivated by every maj> 
of tafte, and his fame was every day- 
more and more extended. 






CHAP.. / 
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C H A P. VII. 

Our hero gets acquainted with Mn 

Garricky who. entertains a great 

regard for him — He publijhes his 

Apology y addrejfed to the Critical 

Reviewers — T^hofe critics are at a 

lofs how to demean themfelves^ and 

almoji refolve to leave off bufinefs^- 

Our hero throws off his gown, and 

gets rid of his wife— His letter to 

me on that occafon — He frequents 

public places 9 in fearch of food for 

fatire — His condu£l in that refpeSi 

vindicated — In what refpeSls the, 

Yepublic of authors are obliged to 

him — Some remarkable infiancesof , 

the gratitude and wifdom of book-- 

fellers. 

AMONG the many honour- 
able friends and acquaint-- 
ances our hero gained by the pub- 
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lication of Jiis Rofciad, may be 
reckoned Mr* Garrick ; who gavd 
him the freedom of his Ihoufe, and 
entered into the ftrideft intimacy 
with him. 

Shortly after the Critical. Re- 
viewers had thought proper to at-« 
tack his piece, by giving a lame 
and injudicious account of it, and, 
according to their ufual cuftom, fe- 
lefting fome of the worft lines they 
could find in it, and giving them as 
fpecknens of the work ; our poet 
thought proper to publifh his Apo- 
logy, addrefled to them ; in which 
he feverely laflies thofe pfeudo-cri- 
tics, thofe felf-appointed cenfors, 
who have forced themfelves into the 
ohsax of Axi^rchus, with a view 
to direct the pAiblic taifte, and wh^ 

filch* 
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filch away the reputations of jthe 

good and ^reat, with as little re- 

morfe as hardened highwaymen f):e3l 
purfes. 

They were extremely nettled with 
the juft fatire they had drawn on 
themfelves, and would have recant- 
ed ; would have begged our poet's 
pardon; would have fallen down 
on their marrow-bones ; and, like 
naughty fchool-boys, when con- 
victed of a fault, would have pro- 
mifed never to do fo again ; but our 
poetdefpifed them too much to heed 
iheir fiippliant pofture, or their pi- 
tiful p'romifes. He was equally 
unconcerned at their infidious ma- 
lice and their avowed repentance. 

The town was extremely diverted 

at the poor devils cxpence. They 

H had 
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had never been £o thoroughly* 
fcourged before. They had brought 
an enemy on them they knew not 
how to get rid of; and fuch an 
enemy as neither their numbers 
could daunt, or their bribes cor- 
rupt. 

Thefe aflaffinators of mens cha-^ 
rafters began now to fear, Confci- 
ous guilt hallood in their ears the 
infamy of their proceedings; the 
infamy in depreciating the works 
of the learned and ingenious ; and 
injuring the property of the pur- 
chafers of thofe works. They would 
gladly have left off their affaiEna- 
tion trade ; but, alas ! if they did, 
they muft not eat; for every meal 
of vidtuals they procure, is piir- 
i chafed at the expcnce of the bleed-^ 

ing^ 
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lug feipulation of feme man of 
worths 

, Our hero's fame being greatly 
extended by thefe produ<9:ions, and 
iiis pockets filled, the firft two edi- 
tions of the Rofciad only bringing 
him in three hundred pounds, he 
came to 4 refoltltion of depending 
entirely on his mufe for fubfiftence; 
and he made no doubt of meeting 
the public favour as long as he 
ihould continue to merit it. 

But to do this, he copfidered his 
gown as an infuperable obftacle. 
While he wore it, he could not, 
with propriety, frequent many 
places ; which, as an iuthor, who 
muft fee life in all its variegated 
fcenes, if he would paint them> it 
H 2 was 
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was abfoluteiy ncoeffary for him to 
do. All, therefore, for him to coii'^ 
fider, was, whether he would be a 
lefturca: wkI catate, with a bare ^ 
hundred a y«ar, or a iay-aothxar, 
with -a goodly profpeft of gainiag 
&fiieea humlred* 

He chofe the htter^ He liaes9 
ftfide im piw^y^cad oomxaaxctd lay^ 
man ; and^ tiuixB^h lie mas blamedl 
for it ty foBse, otmI xidkuicid by 
others, yet i^cannot jbuttduak, £»r 
my own part, that he aded per- ^ 
feafly 'r^rt3 anfl J dpubt ji©t tbut 
the ^unprejudioad and i»teliffgefit 
wail bi^'of tht Mmc opinion^ ai6ter 
di«)r:hawipcri&dthefdilowinglct- ^ 
40r ih^ifent 'to tne byliie peany-poft 
tun ^tfaatcQCcafiogu 

^^ To 
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« To * * * * * *^ 

^' Dear * * ^ 

*^ I HAVE, in both refpefts, 
^* atftcd as I told you I would, the 
^ laft time I was at your houfe, I 
** have got rid of both my caufes of 
^^ complaint ; the *** I was tired 
•* of, and the gown I was dilpleafed 
•* with. 

^ You have often heard me fay, 
•^ I had no fort of chance of enjoy- 
** ing any ecclefiafticd preferment, 
^ and that I heartily deipifod be- 
** ing A pitiful curate. Why then 
-** fliould I breathe, in wretchednefs 
** and amfly gown, when my mufe 
** can furnifli me with felicity ^nd a 
** laced coat ? 

H 3 ^' Befides, 
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*' Befides, why fliould I play the 

*^ hypocrite ? Why fhould 1 feem 

^^ contented with my lowly fitua- 

^* tion, when I am ambitious to 

^* afpire at, and wifh for, a much 

" higher ? Why fhould I be called 

*' to an account by a dull, phleg- 

** matic * * * for wearing white 

** thread ftockings, when I defire 

** to wear white filk ones and st 

^^ fword ? In fhort, * * *, I have 

** looked into myfelf, I have exa- 

*^ mined myfelf attentively, and I 

^* have found, t am better qualified 

** to be a gentleman, tharj a poor 

** curate. It has been, therefore, 

*^ from principle, I have {book ofF 

** the old rufty gown, the pifs^ 

*^ burnt bob, and the brown beaver, 

*^ which fet fo uneafy on me. I 

^* find no pricks of confcience for 

<* what 
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** what I have done, but am much 
** eaficr in my mind. I feel myfelf 
" in the fituation of a man that has 

^* carried a d d heavy load for a 

** long way, and then fets it down. 

« So much for my * * * and 

*' gown^ 

** I fhall be at the Shakefpear 
^* to-morrow night, and fhall be 
^' glad to fee you there. And be- 
** lieve me to be, dear * * ^J^, what 
** I really am, and always fhall con- 
^' tinue, 

*' Your, &c. 

** C. Churchill." 

Our poet having thus thrown afide 
his gown, behaved as any other gen- 
tleman, with fimilar inclinations, 
would do. He frequented tavern? 
H 4 and 
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and cbffee-houfcs, places of public 
<iiveHibn,got acquainted with bucks 
and bloods, and jpeople of all forts 
of charaders j and, in order to fee 
lovV as Well as high life, did not 
iifdain fometim'es t6 go into bbrciire 
public-houfes, the better tci obferve 
the different fcenes which different 
places tvould aftbrd. 

Thele a6tions have been irtiputed 
¥s a drfgrace to him ; as refleding 
oh his moral charadter, and tend* 
ing to leffen him in the eyes of the 
public. With'fubriiiflTon, we are 
of 'a'diferent opinion. We think he 
^&,ed extremely right ; and that an 
autJior Tike Tiim, whd would ren- 
ife'r hftfifelf capable 6f exhibiting 
portraits of th'e different ftations of 
life, and humours 'o^ different men, 

could 
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could not do better than to be ah 
feye-witnefs of thofe different ftati-* 
ons and humours. An author. wh6 
thinks to paint fcenes he never faw, 
muft make a very poor hand of it. 
fe[is defcriptions muft refemble no- 
thing in the heavens above, the 
earth beneath, or v^aters under the 
earth : but an author pofleiTed of 
tolerable abilities, if fpeftator of 
thofe fcenes he defcribes, muft, by 
far, excel one with the higheft, who 
never faw thofe things he attempts 
to give his readers an idea of. 

Thus much we thought proper 
to obferVe in juftification of our 
poet ; and we beg leave farther to 
pbferve, in juftification of our own 
remark, and as a proof of it's fdli- 
dity, that, liad not Mr. Churchill 

a<5ted 
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adtcd as he did, in frequenting Co 
many public places, and feeing fo 
many charadters of different kinds, 
the world would not have fuch 
highly-finiflied defcriptions of per^ 
fons and things from his pen, as it 
now can boaft of* 

He is alfo to be commended in 
other refpefts ; in fetting an exam- 
ple to writers to print their works 
correftly and elegantly, with a good 
type, and on good paper j to fix a 
gehtleman'3 price on them, not $ 
mere Grub-ftreet author's ; to re- 
.ceive the profits themfelves, not 
fuffer them to be pocketed by mer- 
cenary bookfellers, who, if they 
give but five guineas copy-money 
for a work, and .make five hundred 
.of it, will not prefent the author 

with 



d by Google 



Chariits CHURcaixL- 131 

with a fingle fhilling more— Few 
Andrew Millars are to be found — 
and, laftly, by exhibiting a noble 
example to every bard and author, 
how they ftiould behave to thofe 
•who live by their labours^ and 
without which they would be in as 
wretched a ftate as they would have 
them* , 

Suffer me here to relate five true 
ftories ; I could relate five fcore» 
but five are enough* 

Paradife Loft, by John Milton, 
was fold for fifteen pounds. The 
bookfeller gained five hundred by 
the publication. The author,, be- 
ing in diftrefs, wanted to bor- 
row of the bookfeller five guineas. 

The 
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The bookfcUer's gratitude refufei 
him. 

Jofeph Andrews was fold for 
three hundred guineas. It had a 
rapid fde. The bookfellcr^ Mr^ 
Andrew Millar, cleared money by 
it ; and fent Mr. Fielding* the au«- 
thor, unafked, a prefent of one 
hundred guineas. 

Triftram Shandy was ofFwed tb 
divers Bdokfellers for fifty pounds, 
and they .offered feven. ' The au- 
thor printed the firft edition on his 
own account, and cleared upwards 
of two hundred pounds by the iale. 
Mr. Dodfley t3ien purchafed this 
•copy, iind has gaijwd nanch-mon^ 

l>j It, 

Little 
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Little Derrick, the great author, 
fold a aovel for three guiijeas. Thi^ 
bookfcUcr gaiaed fifty pomd? by 
the publicahon^-.—rr** Lend me a 
** guinea," faid Derrick, ** if you 
^' have any gratitude at all/* *' I 
•* have it not,^* anfwered the book- 
feller, 

Churchill's Roiciad was ofFered 
to three different bookfellers for 
twenty pounds. They all faid the 
copy-money was too high, but they 
would give two guineas. He pub- 
liftied it himfelf, and gained, by all 
the editions of it, fcytn hundred 
pounds. 

So much for bookfellers 

Arid now let me aik any impartial 

author^ 
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author. Whether, as an author, he 
is not obliged to our bard for fet- 
ing him an example how he ought 
to a€t* — -Return we now to oui" 
hero. 






CHA?* f t 
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CHAP. VIIL 



Our hero a/Jlfts an intimate and a va* 
lued friend in diftrefs Advice to 

. malicious y detraSling authors, not to 
rake up the facrcd ajhes of the, dead 
— Mr. Churchill fublifhes his Nighty 
addreffed to his friend Lloyd—r-Tbe 
ill tendency of that piece pointed out, 
andjloewn to be the mofl exceptionable 

of his performances He pubUJhes 

his Ghoji — Mr. Johnfon Jhewn to be 
undeferving our hero's lajh.^ — T!be 
Prophecy of Famine publijhed. 

MR^ Chi/rchill gaining mo-i 
ney now a-pace, had it ia 
his power to difplay the native tem- 
per of his mind; which was, aa 
^nreftrained benevolence, that was 

ever 
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ever exerted in relieving the dl- 
ftreffed. 

His moft intimate friend, and 
brother bard, was at this time ar- 
refted for fome debts he was inca- 
pable of difcharging, and thrown 
in the Fleet. Every one lamented 
the fate of fo great a genius, and 
were fbrry at his misfortunes ; but 
no one, except Churchill, offered 
to give him any thing butr—pity; 
a poor gift, and a fcanty diet for a 
man to fubfift on ! 

Our hero, who could not fee his 
friend's diftreflcs with apathy, vi- 
jBted him almoft daily ; and, with 
a generofity unparalleled in thefe 
days, gaveKearfly, the bookfeller, 
orders to fend him a guinea every 

week. 
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Vfcek, and charge it to his account j 
which was accordingly done* 

Is not this a ftriking proof of his 
goodnefs, his greatnefs of mind ? 
Is not fuch a generous aftion fuf- 
ficicnt to atone for many faults ? 
Can an equal initance of humanity 
and true friendihip be produced by 
any perfon, if the circumftances of 
the donor be compared with our 
bard's? Let, then, ye iharling, 
envious poetafters, ye tiny witlings, 
ye mongrel authors, who feaft on 
an inharmonious line with as much 
greedinefs as a hound will devour 
carrion, regardlefs of the nervous 
fentiment, and incapable of feeling 
the beauty of a friendly, a humane, 
a moral, a Chriilian a&ion : let 
then the facred a(he$ of our poet 
I reft 
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reft in peace ! With more than fa- 
vage brutifhnefs, call not up his 
errors from the grave ! Cull not, 
with a villainous induftry, fome 
few foibles, which, as ^ man, he 
pofTefTed; which, as a poet, his 
whirl of imagination might lead 
him into, to ferve them up as a 
feaft for knaves and villains ! Imi- 
tate his virtues, and, if poffible, 
acquire his abilities; but let his 
faults be buried with his duft ! Let 
the green turf lie lightly on his 
breaft ; and tear not away, with 
facrilegious hands, the lawrelled 
wreath that binds his honoured 
brows ! 

' The next work our poet pub- 
liflied was Night, addreffed to Mr. 
Robert Lloyd : a piece which, tho* 
^-: •' writ- 



^ 
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written with great Ipirit^ and re- 
plete with true poetry^ is the moft, 
exceptionable of any of his per- 
formances ; it being grounded up- 
on falfe principles. The chief de- 
iign of it feems to be, to prove, 
that, whatever follies we poflefsy 
we fhould not undertake to conceal 
them. 

That this doftrihe is eflentially 
falfe, and is abfolutely baneful to 
fociety, iis evident, if weonlycon- 
fider, that example is ever more 
prevalent than precept. If the 
abandoned and the wicked were to 
take no pains to conceal their feve- 
ral crimes, elpecially were they in 
high ftations, other people would 
think themfelves juftifiable in imi- 
tating them ; perhaps, laudable ; 
I 2 iince 
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fince the commonalty look on it a^ 
extremely praifc-worthyto ape their 
betters^ not only in faftiions and 
follies, but vices ; and the gentry 
feem to be of the fame opinion, by 
their imitating, as near as poflible^ 
the nobility. 

After the publication of thiar 
piece, he wrote his Ghoft : a work 
of vaft merit > in which he difplays 
great knowledge of the world, real 
genius, and fheer wit. The only 
fault I can find with this perform-- 
ance, is, his indulging a vein of fa-t 
tire rather too fevere; particularly^ 
his attacking fome refpeftablc cha- 
raders with too much wanton cru- 
elty. 

Of thefe Mr. Johnfon ftands fore- 
moil. A gentleman of great repu- 



\ 
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tation as a fchokr^ and a wit ; a 
man with fuch a comprchcniive 
mind, as to undcrftand moft fub- 
je6ts £0 thoroughly, as would lead 
one to fufpe<3: he had made theftudy 
of each the fole buiinefs of his life. 
This gentl^an is there charafte* 
' rized under the name of Pompofo^ 
' and kfhed with a fcverity he had by 
no means dcfcrved of our poet. 
But indeed the cc^e of the fatire i$ 
entirely taken off> when it is con- 
fidered, that every one that reads 
the charader, knows Mr. Johnfon 
is the author of The Rambler : a 
work which has enlarged the circle 
of moral enquiry, and fixed more 
precife land-marks to guide philo- 
fophy in her inveftigation of truths 

The Prophecy of Famine fuc- 
cceded the Ghoft. It had a rapid 
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and a prodigious fale *, was univer-' 
fally apprpved, except by thofe who 
felt the keennefs of its fcourge. 

But why fhould I give an ac- 
count of his poems he publiflied^ 
HERE ? That I fhall do, perhaps, 
at fpme future time; only I thought 
it neccflary to fay fomething of his 
firft publications, in order the bet- 
ter to account for that degree of 
fame and popularity he ^xperi-r 
enced. 






CHAP, 
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C H A P. IX. 

Our poet forms connexions with many 
patriots and men qf rank — Reafon 
for not giving an account of our 
bard's affair with a certain young 
lady — lie takes her with him to 

Paris He writes to me fo-om 

thence — His letter on the remark-^ 
able contraji between the behaviour 
of the primitive and modern clergy. 

NOTHING very material 
happened to our hero for 
fome time, unlefs his intimate ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Wilkes, Mr. 
Lloyd*, Mr. Woty, Mr. Lewis, 

* Mr. Robert Lloyd died in the Fleet Vnhn^ 
on Saturday the 15th of December, 1764; grief 
at the death of his friend Churchill not a little 
kiftening his own, S9 generally imagined. 

1 4 &c. 
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&c. and forming many other con- 
nexions with men as eminent for 
their love of their country and re- 
gard for genius, as for their rank 
and fortune, may be termed fuch. 

An event, . however, foon hap-^ 
pened, that I wifh I could pafs 
over in filcnce. But as I have de^ 
clared that in writing the life of 
this great poet, I will 

M .. Nothing extenuat*, 

^' Nor fet.down oyght in malice ;'* 

It may be expeded, I fhould re^* 
late the affair that happened be-^ 
tween him and a certain young 
lady (Mifs C — r), with whom he 
went to France, and lived with for 
fome timip.*— -It may^ I fay, be. ex-. 
. ^ ^ pedted 
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peftcd from mc 5 but when I de- 
clare to my readers that. I know not 
the whole of that affair, I hope they 
will excufe me from publifliing any 
part of it, as I know but of little, 
frivolous circumftances relating to 
it; efpecially, if they confidcr, that 
it is the bufinefs of a biographer, 
cither to give a true and faithful 
narrative of traniafitions, or entirely 
to omit them. — Inftcad then, of 
ioiling fome pages with the relation 
of an affair I profefs myfelf igno- » 
rant of, unlefs fuperficially, I fhall 
z& a much better part, by giving 
the reader a letter I received front 
Mr, Churchill at Paris, at that 
very time ; and which cannot h6 
deemed a digreffion, as every little 
piece our hero was the author of, 
ipiay with the utmofl propriety,b6 

publifhed 
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publifhed in a work that contains 
men^oirs of his life* 

cc To ***** *****^ 

; V 

'^ My dear * * * *, # 

** I was quite overjoyed to re- 
<* ceiveyour letter, and to find you 
^' are well. Many thanks for the 
*^ commiflion you have executed. 
^^ — I doubt not but the books 
^' will come fafe. — I am on an- 
*^ other piece, which I doubt not 
** v^rill take as well as my Pro- } 
" phecy did, and will finifh it as 
*^ foon as I can. — The times 1 
^^ know are ticklifli, and when 

ic * * But I don't dcfpair. The 
'* Jll^ative courage and good fenfe of 
^* E*igliflimen are known to every 

*' one; 
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•^ one ; and when the former per- 

** ceives how egregioufly they are. 

*^ duped by a * * * 

cc ^ « « ♦ ♦ . 

** But why do you ^fk me to draw 
^' a pardlel between the condudt 
*^ of the antient and modem cler- 
" gy ? You mean a contrail, I fup- 
*^ pofe. 1 will, however, having 
*' a little leifure, gife you a few 
?' broken ^hints. 

^' The antient clergy lived very 
*^ different from our modern, and 
*^ afted very different. The time 
^* hath been, too, when rich bene- 
*^ fices, and fat livings were be- 
^* flowed on the pious and the 
** learned. — Are they fo now ? No. 
*^ They are not. They are fre- 
^* quently given, to ignorance and 

^ impiety. 
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^* impiety, and always to the per- 
** fon that has intereft. — I d^fy 
^* any one to affign a rational cau£b 
** for fo irrational a condudl. . 

^* Why a worthy and a learned 
«' man, who difcharges all the du- 
** ties of his funcSdon with a con- 
♦• fcientious exaftncfs, whofc life 
** is a writteiiW:omment on his doc-* 
" trine, and who ha& a numerous 
^* family to provide for, fhould be 
*^ puriiflied for his piety and learn- 
'* ing, in being foreed to liv^ OB a 
^* poor ftipend a journeymaa taylor 
** or a cobler would fcorn to accept^ 
*^ is, to the eye of impartial rea-r 
^' fon, amazing. But is it Icfs fo, 
*' to find a man, who preaches not 
** three times a year, who never 

performs the duties of his func* 



4€ 
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<* tion, whofe life is mean and 
** fcandalous, and who has neither 
*' capacity nor integrity to ad: the 
*' man, or the divine, rewarded 
" with thoufands a year ? , 

^* How did the primitire clergy 
** live ? — ^Did they order the earthy 
^' air, and fea to be ranfacked 
*^ for their refpeftive dainties ? 
^^ Were they, like our modern fu- 
^* perior clergy, driven about, loU- 
^* ing in fuperb vehicles, and drawn 
*' by fiery fteeds, to places of diver- 
** fion, and falfe gaiety ? No ; they 
*' were not ; nor did they in any 
" refped: live as our modern black- 
^* gown'd gentry do. 

" Survey, for a moment, my 
« dear * * * ♦, the infinite con- 

*' traft 
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** trail between antient and moderri 
** religion. — The religion of Jefus 
** was plain, fimple, pure, and 
♦* holy. Its priefts were of blame- 
** lefs life, of upright manners; 
*^ clad in mean apparel ; dignified 
** with no titles, but Servants of 
** the Lord. Their food was mean, 
" and often, fcanty ; their journeys^ 
** tedious and frequent ; their ac-« 
** commodations,meanand wretch- 
" ed; their perfons, expofed tope- 
^* rils ; and their deaths, painful 
*' and ignominious. 

^* But, good God ! what a cori- 
" traft ! — Pomp and fplehdor are 
** the charadteriftics of our church. 
** Our priefts are wanton, lafcivi- 
^^ ous, and depraved. Their ap- 
f * parel fuperb and Angular, calcu- 

'* lated 
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** lated to catch the eye, and excite 
" reverence. They proudly vaunt 
*^ themfelves ambaffadors of the 
** Almighty. They live on turtle 
" and ortolans, and drink claret, 
** and champagne, and burgundy. 
** (I could not, while a clergyman, 
** drink claret, and champagne, 
and burgundy) Their journeys 
** are, I muft confels, as frequent 
^* as thofe of the Apoftles, and 
** primitive clergy ; but they are 
44 to — the Playhoufe, to Vauxhall, 
•* or Ranelagh. 

" Now, what remains ? Why, 
" after this fuperb fcene is drawn ; 
^* a fcene embelfiflied with every 
*^ decoration that art can invent^ 
*^ with every magnificence luxury 
*^ can fuggeft, their clay is inclofed 

** ia 
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** in a hi^-wrought, fplendid re-' 
^' ceptack, put in the fbicinn> fable 
** herfe, whofe top is ail over de-* 
^* corated with nodding plumes, 
** and drawn by fix noble ftpeds, 
^.^ cloathed in Genoa velvet ; «id 
^* then, attended with multitudes 
** of grand coaches, the pamperedjr 
" high-fed clay, now the more 
*^ fumptuous feaft for worms, ia 
** conveyed to the church ; and 
** then, amidft the blaze of wax- 
** tapers, and aflembled fpedators, 
** is fet down ; and after a noble 
** form of words is frittered away 
** by fome perriwig-pated fop, is 
^^ depofited in a fumptuous vault, 
** and not fufFered to mingle with 
" meaner duft. A monument is 
" afterwards eredted of Parian 
^* marble, chiffeled into elegance 

by 
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•* by the hands of a Ryfbrack, or 
" a Wilton/ and, left the dull, 
" haughty prelate's learning and 
" humility fhould be forgot, the 
** genius of fome venal author is 
** proftituted, to defcribe virtues he 
" never poiTefled, and accomplifh- 
*' ments he was an abfolute ftrangef 
" to. 

*' How do you like my pidure ? 
" Is it not a juft one ? Heavens ! 
^* do you think I could with any 
** confcience continue in a profef- 
" fion where fuch r***lly pr^d:iccs 
*^ prevail ? * * * 

^* Your aflured friend, 
'' C. Churchill." 

K CHAP. 
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C,H A P. X. 

He returns to London — Is con/idered 
not only as a ^r eat poet ^ but an abk 
politician — Sentiments of our poet 
reJpeSling the Jiate of affairs in 
1 763 — He is threatened with ter-^ 
rible punijhments, and promifed 
great preferments if he will turn 
his coat — Modeft propofal modi to 
him by t'wo agents^-His opinion of 
Mr. Johnfon and Mr. Guthrie^-^^ 
What fuccefs the agents met witk 
from our bard-^-^-They are within 
an Ame^s-ace of having their j— -'x 
kicked — Depart in a greater hurry 
than they came. 

MRr CntTRCHiLL continued at 
Paris about three months^ 
and then returned to Xx)ndon. 
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On account of fome political 
pieces he publifhed, his fame was 
now in its meridian. He was re- 
garded as a ikilful politician^ as 
well as a great poet. He was, in- 
deed, looked on as one of the moft 
formidable champions in the caufe 
of Liberty and Britain, againft do- 
meftic treachery, and Scottified 
meafures. 

He thought the intereft of his 
country was facrificed at the fhrine 
of perfidy ; that great villains rob- 
bed the public with impunity ; that 
vice prevailed, and impious men 
bore fway, while ikill and inte- 
grity were driven from the helm 
of ftate, and difcarded with dif- 
grace. 

%^ K2 Ht 
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He was' not fingular in thefe Ao- 
tions\ Every honeft, unplaced, un-- 
penfioned, independent Englifliman 
thought the fanie. But more cau- 
tious> or rather^ more timid, than 
our patriotic bard, they dared not 
whifper, in fuch perilous times, 
when profecutions, and pillories^ 
^ and fines, and general warrants, 
and imprifonments, and cxpenfive 
journeys, were become fo frequent, 

and when brow-beating a — y- 

g— -~ls held the fcourge of law 
over the heads of thofe who were 
hold enough to own themfelves 
friends and lovers of their country ; 
they did not, I fay, dare to whilper 
thofe fentiments our poet openly 
avowed, and gloried in. 

He was frequently threatened on 
account of his geherous attachment 
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to the caufe of liberty. Several 
very menacing letters were fent to ^/ 
him in private, and frequent de- 
nunciations appeared againft him. 
in the public papers, with a view 
to fhake his integrity, and blaft his 
future fame, to bring him over to 
the other party, and to induce him 
to efpoufe, by his difcourfe and 
writings, thofe principles, and vin- 
dicate .thofe meajfures, he had be^ 
fore abhorred, and pronounced 
baneful to his country, and preju- 
dicial to its true inteycft. 

But this was not all. Promifes 
were alfo made, and aflurances 
given, of high rewards and prefer- 
ments, if he would join the m — y, 
cry up the glorious and honourable 
peace, and write againft thofe faitk-r- 
K 3 f uji 
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ful fcrvants of the crown, who 
had ferved their country with ifkill 
and fidelity, and raifed her reputa- 
tion to the higheft degree of fplen- 
dor, from the loweft and moft ab- 
jedt fituation conceivable, when fhe 
had been infulted and p— -d on by 
almoft every ftate in Europe. 

He was alfo to call in his writ- 
ings, an avaricious, cowardly, weal- 
thy d e, who took a beating at 

a public horfe-race, a generous, 
brave, and honeft man — An igno- 
rant and pufiUanimous p— -e-m-k-r, 
a learned and upright minifter^-.^r A 
cricket-player, debauchee, and in- 
former, a very pious, chafte, and 
worthy gentleman. In ftiort, he 
was to nick-name every thing ; to 
proilitute his confcience, and his 

pen; 
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pen ; to depreciate and vilify his 
country and countrymen; and to 
lavifli the moft boundlefs panegyric 
«pon Scotland and Scotfixien. 

Thefe fhallow, fecond-fighted^ 
Scottified ftatefmen, could not have 
applied to a more improper perfon 
than our bard. He was equally un- 
moved at their threats and promifes. 
He defpifed the men and mcafurej 
too heartily to vindicate them ; hi 
loved his country and her patriots 
too fincerely to betraj thenx. 

Finding our poet proof againft 
their artifices, or force; and that 
he flood like a rock againft which 
the furious winds bellow, and waves 

beat in vain ; two of the m ~'s 

agents propofed to him, that, fince 
K 4 he 
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he could not be brought to concur 
in, and efpoufe their caufe. openly, 
and by his writings, that, if he 
woul4 only promife, on his honour, 
not to write againft them, he fliould 
be paid three hundred a year for his 
filence. 

To this propofal the bard gave 
this anfwer : " I am amazed you 
^* Ihould think I would accept fo 
;* infamous an oiFer, To be filent, 
** when viewing treachery and vil- 
^' lainy, and not to expofe them, is 
** to be a partaker ; and penfioners 

^* J n and G-— e are not lefs 

** inf— -s for confenting to drop 
** their pens, than if they had 
'* wrote for the prefent adm — n." 

Fain would the two agents have 
prevailed on the poet to change his 
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refolution; fain would they have 
perfuaded him to have fapped the 
foundations of iiberty, to have vin- 
dicated arbitrary and illegal mea- 
X fures, and to have proved a baftard- 
fon of his country. But they might 
as well have attempted to have tora 
up the rooted oak; to have called 
in queftion the wifdom and inte- 
grity of a Temple ; to have fhaken 
down the mighty battlements ; or, 
like another Sampfon, pull down 
the fbrong pillars of Gaza. 

They laboure4 extremely hard to 
effedt their purpofe; which our poet 
confidering as a diredt implication 
and fufpicion of his integrity, his 
anger rofe to fo high a pitch, that 
he fwore, if they did not leave his 
houfe that moment, he would kick 
them out of doors. 
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Not choofing to give him this 
trouble, they decamped with pre- 
cipitation, fearing our poet would 
be as good as his word; but not 
before he had affured them, that, if 
they ever dared to come to his houfe 
again on fuch errands, he would cut 
off their ears. 

Our bard's behaviour on this oc- 
cafion, has induced his enemies to 
reprefent him as a turbulent man. 
They may call him, indeed, a man 
of fpirit and a man of integrity ; 
but fure I am, every true lover of 
his country, ** with courage to 
liave made his love known," would 
liave afted as he did# 



CHAP. 



d by Google 



Charles Churchill. 163 



CHAP. XL 

^ Our poefs manner of life at bis boufe 

on ASion-common His quarrel 

with Hogarth truly fiated The 

painters print occajions the' poefs 
epijilc — "The effeSls the latter had on 
Hogarth — Our harJ^s difpute with 
2)****;^ ti^'^'^h flightly touched on, 
and why. 

OU R poet now lived very com- 
fortably and very happily. 
He wanted not for money, nor 
for friends. He had taken a very 
genteel, well-built houfe on Adton- 
common, which he furniflied ex- 
tremely elegant; kept his poft- 
chaife, faddle-horfes, and his point- 
ers; fifhed, fowled, hunted, courfed, 

and. 
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and took all the diverfions of the 
feafon he approved, at thofe hours 
he retired from ftudy ; and lived in 
an independent, eafy manner every 
man of genius ought to do, but 
which every man of genius cannot 
afford. 

His writings in favour of that 
adminiftration that brought glory 
and honour to Great- Britain, and 
ftrengthened its intereft; among 
others, had given offence to Ho- 
garth, the ingenious, and triily co* 
mic painter, whofe works will im- 
mortalife his name ; who, having 
a place at court, as ferjeant-painter, 
<fpouftd the caufe of that admini- 
ftration that brought inf~y and 
^difh r to Britain, and that made 

THE PEACE OF I763. 

The 
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The bard and painter having no- 
tice that the other would attend a 
late remarkable trial at Weftmin- 
fter-hall, pame there with a view 
to exercife their different fundions; 
the bard to fatirife his antagonifl: 
for abufing Mr. Pitt, and other 
great ftatefmen; and the painter 
to catch a ridiculous likenefs of the 
poet, fo as to reprefent him in 
caricature. 

They faw each other, and, after 
the trial was over, departed. 

Prefently comes out a print of a 
bear hugging a full pot of porter 
in his paws; underneath, a pug- 
dog piffing on Mr. Churchill's 
works; with fomc other circum- 
flances the reader need not be told. 

It 
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It would puzzle the moft pene- 
trating perfon, had he the eyes of 
Lynceus, to fee the wit of all this ; 
but, left it fhould be loft, at the 
bottom is wrote, " The reverend 
*' Mr. Churchill, in the charad^r 
*^ of a Ruffian bear/' 

Alas ! Alas ! It is but a too me- 
lancholy truth of the frailty of hu- 
man nature, and a too vifible proof 
of the decline of genius, that Ho- 
garth, a painter, in. his peculiar 
walk, rivalled by none, fuperior to 
all, fhould, to indulge a perfonal 
refentmcnt, publifh a foolifh, tri- 
fling, infignificant print, to prove 

what ? why, that he hated 

Mr. Churchill, and that his own 
abilities were quite decayed^ 

Glad 
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Clad fhould I have been» had 
our poet difdained taking notice of 
it^ though the world would -there- 
by have been deprived of a fine, 
S nervous, manly piece of writing, 
that breathes a fpirit of poetry and 
humanity, equally honourable to 
the bard and to the man. 

Hogarth was my friend and my 
companion. I honoured him, and 
loved him y and I could not, with- 
out the moft poignant grief, behold 
^ the extreme indignation he teftificd 
in reading the former part of our 
• poet's epiflle, his Ruffian Bear had 
occafioned; and the compundioor 
of foul he felt in reading the con- 
clufion, where the generous bard 
pays him greater compliments, and 
lavishes higher encomiums on him, 

aa 
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as a painter, and with more juftice, 
than the united compliments and 
encomiums that had been given him 
by all former authors and poets. 

It has been faid, the feverity of 
our poet's jfatire, the juftnefs of his 
remarks, .and the warmth of his 
panegyricjbroke the painter's heart. 
Though I cannot abfolutcly believe 
this, yet, I believe, it contributed 
not a little towards it ; efpecially 
if we confider, that, for fome 
months after the publication of the 
print and epiftle, poor Hogarth was 
lafhed moft unmercifully in all the 
public papers ; his defenders were 
illiterate and without genius, rather 
betraying his caufe than ferving it; 
and, as is too frequently the cafe, 
hurting him by their injudicious 
praiies. 



d by Google 



/ 



Charles Churchiil. ifx^ 

Our poet had alfo fome difputes 
with D****n L***h> his quon-t 
dam printer ; but, as that affair is 
fo recent in every one's^ memory^ 
and fo generally known, I fhall not 
give an account of it here. I muft, 
however, beg leave to obferve, that, 
however faultlefsour poet might be, 
in his quarrel with the painter, I 
can fcarcely think he was entirely (o 
in that with the printer ; as Mr. 
L***h is a very honeft, deferving 
man, and a very Intelligent and 
good artift. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 

Our poefs ^f'eat regard for Mr^ 
WitkesandMr. Lhyd-^-Befetstia 

for France to fee the former — ^eir 
fneethig at Boulopte-^^^^Out poet ar 
taken til of a malignant froer-^'Hh 
letter to me on that occnfim^^St 
dtes^ 

THE fricftdAif) of Pyliicks ^d 
Oreftds was not ^eater, or 
more fincere, than the IriehdAip. 
of Churchill, Wilkes^ and Lloyd. 
This triumvirate had a real efteenx 
for each other; and would have 
gbnfe to the utmoft limits of the 
earthy or performed any arduous, 
tafk^ within their power, to have 
ferved their friends 

There 
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There are fewer frknds oa earth 
thaa kings, is an totient %iag» 
and is a tru^ oijet Whenever, 
therefore, we me^t with fuch a 
phoenix as faithful frieads, weought 
to look on them in the moft amia- 
ble light, and regard them as we 
regard comets, oreclipfes; efpeci-f 
ally, if thofe friends, like the three 
above named, are endued with great 
and extraordinary abilities, and pof- 
feflfed of an integrity of foul, and 
fortitude of mind, which adverfe 
fortune cannot daunt, or the moft 
prolperous circumftances enervatQ* 

Our poet longed fb exceedingly 
to fee his friend Wilkes, who had 
been exiled his country by the ri- 
gorous hands of power, for writing 
— his fentimentSi and who had 
h 9 taken 
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taken refuge in France, that he fet 
out iii his poft-chaifc for Dover i 
from whence he crofled over to Ca- 
lais, and immediately proceeded to 
Boulogne, where Mr. Wilkes was. 

Their meeting was joyful and 
affedtionate. They thought them-* 
felves extremely happy, after fo 
long an ibfence, to enjoy each 
other's fociety; and they plumed 
themfelves on the fatisfaftion they 
fhould receive in a reciprocal com- 
munication of fentiments and plans 
they had formed for their future 
condudt. 

But, alas ! how tranfitory are all 
fublunary things j how fleeting and 

uncertain ! The prefent moment 

only is burs ; the next we are not 
•aflured of!— -Like^the bafelefs fa- 
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Charxes Churchill. 17^ 

brie of a dream, we fee our goodly 
profpedls in life vanifli away, when 
we awake to immortality from this 
bed of death. 

Shall I purfue the fubjeit? No, 
There is no occafion, — Shall I re- 
late the fequel of poor ChurchilFs 
life .^ — Fain would I difpenfe with 
it ! — Would it were not in my 
power ! . 

In fliort, our bard, a few days 
after his arrival at Boulogne, was 
ibized with a malignant fever, and 
was fenfible his time was come. 

To exprefs the anguifli of foul 
Wilkes^felt, requires a pen like his' 
Dwn to defcribe ; or, rather, it is 
undefcribable. He felt all the pangs 
and toftilres human nature can feel. 
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when robbed of all the foul of man 

hold& dear* 

Ik 

Two days before his death, my 
friend, my companion, my loved . 

Churchill, wrote me the following 
letter — Heavens I what were, my 

emotions in reading it I What 

did I not feel at that Jun(^ure ! 

<c 'Pq * ♦ * * * *^ 

** My dear f*^\ 

^^ T H E curtain is almoft djrawn, 

*« and the farce is over 1 hope^i 

** I truft, a better world will rew 
*^ ceive me. My laft told you the 
** cxpeiftations I had, which are 
** now turned to affurances* May r 
*^ you live long and happy l-^-— May 
** all my friends live fo too !-—-•• 
^* and may all of you die titc death 
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•*of the righteous!-^ — Oh! my 
** poor, bleeding country i Erctt 
•' in 'death I muft diink of thee ^ 
** diftrafted ty inteftine feuds, and 
*' Scotfmcn preying on thy very vi- 

** tals ! -May Heaven prefervc 

^* Old-England, and her true friend 

*' Pitt r May the glorious band 

** of patriots now aflembled^ refcue 
** her from her chains ; and may 

** the 's eyes be opened ! r 

*< Oh, * * *, I know not what more 
*' to fay, but that I have l«ft every 

*' thin^ to ***** ^ 

a ^ > « « ^ « 

ii* ♦ *^ Till the laft ga^ will 
" I breathe this prayer. Oh! God> 
** fhowerdown tliychoiceftfavoufs^^ 
'* on England and Engliflimen, and 
** infufe into them a fpirit to defend 
" their right* and liberties, their 
religion and property !~~Fare- 
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ly^ . -Life op ,Mr; r 

** well, and, in death, believe rn« 
5> to be, , • , . 

"Dear*** - : . 
, ; - .« Your frien^,-, 
.' .," C. Churchill/* 

The fecond day after writing this 
letter, my friend expired. He died 
calm and compofed, feniible an4 
refigned. In his laft moments, he 
reconimenied ^jc* publication of 
fome papers interefting to his coun- 
try's \|relfare-.-rIn the ^goiiies of 
death, he fought, he prayed, for^ 
l^is country's good---Then, -with a' 
ferene fmile. oo his , countenance^ 
invoking the Gob of niefcy for.for- 
givene fs, he refigned his foul into 
the hands of him that gave it ! \ 



F r N I S; ^' 



^ .^ 
i^ 
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